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Kettle Moraine School Board Approves Resolution for Spring 2019 
Operational Referendum 

 

Wales, Wis. – The Kettle Moraine School District School Board has unanimously approved a resolution 
that gives residents the opportunity to determine additional support for the district through a five-year, 
non-recurring operational referendum on the April 2, 2019 ballot. 
  
The decision follows a community survey that showed residents believe the district offers an excellent 
education for students and values maintaining the high-quality staff, programs and services its schools 
offer. In that survey, residents prioritized operational over facility needs, and they voiced more support for 
a lower tax impact. 
  
“This operational referendum is about people,” said Superintendent Dr. Patricia Deklotz. “It will fund the 
retention of high-quality staff who provide excellent programs and services to students.” She noted that 
the referendum will not fund new programming or facility projects. 
  
Kettle Moraine has faced financial challenges for many years due to low revenue limits. Allowable 
revenues have not kept pace with inflation, and Kettle Moraine’s revenue limit per student is less than 
many other school districts in Waukesha County. This, combined with rising fixed costs and declining 
enrollment, has created the need for the district to ask for additional taxpayer support to retain staff. 
  
“Health insurance costs have dramatically increased, even as we have redesigned our plans and shifted 
many costs to employees,” said Deklotz. The most common Kettle Moraine employee health insurance 
plan has a $10,000 family deductible and limited network providers. 
  
Deklotz said the district has managed in the past by cutting staffing each year to align with declining 
enrollment. However, there are fixed costs that can’t be cut due to fewer students. Costs for building 
maintenance, utilities and transportation continue to rise with inflation. “Without additional support, we will 
face more staff cuts, which will reduce the programs and services we can offer.” 

  
If approved, the tax impact of the operational referendum is projected to be 16 cents more per $1,000 of 
equalized property value than the current tax levy rate. For every $100,000 in property value, the 
projected tax increase would be $16 per year for five years.   
  
The district will hold several referendum information sessions over the next few months to engage with 
community members. For a list of dates, times and locations, as well as more referendum information, 
visit www.kmsd.edu/ourfuture.  
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