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KETTLE MORAINE GLOBAL STUDENTS’ APP CONCEPT NAMED BEST IN STATE IN VERIZON 
INNOVATIVE APP CHALLENGE 
 
A mobile application concept created by a student team from KM Global has been awarded Best in State 
for Wisconsin in the Verizon Innovative App Challenge. The App Challenge is a nationwide contest for 
middle- and high-school-aged students that challenges them to develop concepts for mobile apps that 
solve a problem in their community. 
 
The team, comprised of Miranda Spindt, Anna Dorn, Kirsten Bishop, Paige Meyers, and Kailee Hilbert, 
designed their application concept, GirlUp, as part of The App Challenge Seminar taught by Erica 
Bardon. Their app concept is designed around the idea of encouraging girls to think beyond traditional 
female gender roles and to have the confidence to challenge the status quo.  
 
The app would include features that allow girls to engage in non-traditional careers, opportunities and 
experiences through books, videos, spotlights and an interactive game where users could choose their 
own path. Users could earn coins along the way to purchase items for their character or to unlock new 
levels.  
 
In order for their application to be considered, the team answered essay prompts about the problem the 
app would tackle and created a three-minute video to demonstrate their vision. 
 
As the Best in State team for Wisconsin, a $5,000 grant will be awarded to KM Global and each team 
member will receive a tablet. The team also goes on to compete for a place among the eight Best in 
Nation teams, and one People’s Choice Award winner to be chosen through crowd voting.  
 
In order to be named the People’s Choice Award winner, which would result in an additional $15,000 
prize for KM Global, their concept needs the most votes. To help the students win, text KMGLOBAL1 to 
22333 by January 31. 
 
If their app is selected as Best in Nation, the team will also receive a visit by coding experts from MIT and 
an all-expenses paid trip to the 2016 National Technology Student Association Conference in Nashville, 
Tenn. to demonstrate their app in person. 
 
To learn more about the Verizon Innovative App Challenge, visit http://appchallenge.tsaweb.org/. 
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