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Education Week Announces 2017 Leaders To Learn From 
 
Fifth annual report and event showcases excellence in school district leadership 
 
Angela Duckworth and Mike Schmoker to keynote March event  
Grades and Highlights Reports Issued for Nation, All 50 States, and D.C. 
WASHINGTON—	February 22, 2017—Education Week‘s annual Leaders To Learn From report, released 
today in print and online at leaders.edweek.org, recognizes 14 bold and committed district leaders who 
are working to enact—and inspire—change in our nation’s public schools. In the nation’s more than 
14,000 school districts, education leaders work tirelessly to prepare well-rounded students for success 
during and beyond their K-12 years. Counter to the often-negative narrative about the state of public 
schools, exceptional school district leaders are demonstrating—every single day—how to improve the 
quality of schooling in their communities amid scarce resources, shifting demographics, and competing 
education providers. 
  
“We are turning the spotlight on these creative and inspiring leaders who are proving that bold and 
creative approaches to improving student achievement are succeeding in public school systems around 
the United States,” said Lesli Maxwell, an assistant managing editor at Education Week and the executive 
project editor for Leaders To Learn From. “These district leaders—who too rarely get recognition for their 
hard work and success—have smart and proven lessons to share about how educators can change the 
life trajectories of young people even in the face of major challenges.” 
 
For its fifth annual report on outstanding district leadership, Education Week editors chose the 14 leaders 
from more than 750 nominees submitted by readers, journalists, school administrator groups, and experts 
in the K-12 field.  
 
 
Education Week’s 2017 Leaders To Learn From are: 
 

• Chris Coffelt, Superintendent, Central Decatur Community School District, Leon, Iowa 
• Patricia Deklotz, Superintendent, Kettle Moraine School District, Wales, Wis. 
• Dolores Gonzalez, Chief Program Officer, IDEA Public Schools, Weslaco, Texas 
• Sharon Griffin, Chief of Schools, Shelby County Schools, Memphis, Tenn. 
• Walt Griffin, Superintendent, and Jeanette Lukens, Director, Project ELEVATE, Seminole 

County Public Schools, Sanford, Fla. 
• John Marshall, Chief Equity Officer, Jefferson County Public Schools, Louisville, Ky. 
• Clyde McBride, Director, Career & Technical Education, Kayenta Unified School District, 

Kayenta, Ariz. 
• Trise Moore, Director, Office of Equity for Scholars & Family Success, Federal Way Public 

Schools, Federal Way, Wash. 
• Cesar Morales, Superintendent, Oxnard Elementary School District, Oxnard, Calif. 
• Jim Rollins, Superintendent, Springdale Public Schools, Springdale, Ark. 
• W. Burke Royster, Superintendent, Greenville County Schools, Greenville, S.C. 
• Bilal Tawwab, Superintendent, Flint Community Schools, Flint, Mich. 
• Joseph Williams, Executive Director of Technology, Perris Union High School District, Perris, 

Calif. 
 
 



The 2017 leaders will be honored on March 31 at Education Week’s Leaders To Learn From event in 
Washington, D.C., where they will engage with an audience of K-12 district leaders from around the 
country to share the strategies they’ve used successfully in their school systems.  
 
The event’s keynote speakers are author and University of Pennsylvania psychology professor Angela 
Duckworth and author and school improvement expert Mike Schmoker. Duckworth’s best-selling book on 
grit—the tendency to pursue long-term goals with passion and tenacity—has caught fire in many 
education circles. Her argument that grit is a trait that can be cultivated in students has raised new 
possibilities for countering the negative effects of poverty and dysfunctional home lives on children. 
Schmoker is a sought-after speaker in K-12 for his forceful argument that the most successful schools are 
those with leaders who keep a laser-like focus on improving teaching and learning.  
 
In addition to this year’s honorees, more than 200 of our nation’s most influential superintendents, 
education leaders,  and elected officials  will attend the event, which will be also be live streamed at 
http://leaders.edweek.org/ 
 
For more information on the 2017 Leaders To Learn From report and to register to attend the March 31 
event, visit http://leaders.edweek.org/ 
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Editorial Projects in Education (EPE) is the independent, nonprofit publisher of Education Week and other print and online 
products serving educators, researchers, policymakers, and the public with high-quality reporting and analysis on pre-K-12 
education. EPE’s mission is to raise awareness and understanding of critical issues facing American schools. Since its founding in 
1981, Education Week has been recognized as America’s pre-eminent source of news and information in pre collegiate 
education.   

  


