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Kettle Moraine School District Operating Referendum Rejected by Voters 

 
Wales, Wis. - Residents of the Kettle Moraine School District (KMSD) rejected a five year, $5.975 million 
per year operating referendum on April 2, 2019.  
 
Unofficial results:  
 

 
 
“We want to thank the community for their engagement throughout the referendum process, and for 
providing us direction so we can plan for the future,” said Superintendent Pat Deklotz. “We made our 
best efforts to provide information to voters so they could make an informed choice at the polls. While we 
are disappointed in the results, we will make decisions that align with community expectations.” 
 
School board president Gary Vose said board members will work with administration to identify what 
staffing, program and service reductions will be made for the 2019-20 budget. Then, the district will 
engage the community in long-term sustainability discussions. 
 
“School funding in Wisconsin is broken. Even within the same county, students are valued very 
differently, creating significant inequities between districts. The promise made by our state leaders to fix 
school funding, made back in the 1990’s, still hasn’t been kept,” said Deklotz. “During the referendum 
process our State Senator said that in order for things to change at the state level, good school districts 
will need to fail. His prediction is coming true.” 
  
KMSD has made budget reductions and found efficiencies for many years due to low revenue limits. 
Allowable revenues have not kept pace with inflation, and KMSD’s revenue limit per resident student is 
less than many other school districts in Waukesha County, making it difficult to compete. These factors, 
combined with rising fixed costs and declining enrollment, informed the school board’s decision to pursue 
an operating referendum to retain staff, programs and services. 
 
“Our community has spoken, and we respect their direction. We ask that they continue to be engaged in 
the difficult discussions that lie ahead,” said Deklotz. “How Kettle Moraine provides education will be 
redefined and community involvement in our decisions will be critical.” 
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Yes 3,955 47.9% 

No 4,310 52.1% 
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