
KETTLE MORAINE SCHOOL DISTRICT

ANNUAL STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT REPORT

2016–2017



                                         

 
 

 

 

 

Kettle Moraine School District 

 

Annual Student Performance & Achievement 

Report 

 

October 4, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: 
 

Theresa Ewald 

Ryan Wilson 
 

 

 

Overview: 
 

Each year the students of Kettle Moraine engage in a wide variety of 
assessments.  Each assessment holds a specific purpose and measure.  Below 



is a list of assessments conducted with students in Kettle Moraine.  It is important 
to understand that these assessments can only be used for the purposes listed.  
Using the results for other purposes compromises the reliability and validity of  
the assessment.  
        

Assessment 
Target 

Audience 
Source/ 

Mandated 
Purpose 

Phonological 
Awareness 

Literacy 
Screening 

(PALS) 

K - 2 Local/Yes 

PALS is a literacy screening tool, which serves as a diagnostic and 
progress monitoring tool for students in kindergarten through 
second grade. Teachers use PALS data to identify struggling 
students and provide literacy instruction to tailored to the individual 
student’s literacy needs. 

Measures of 
Academic 
Progress® 

(MAP®) 

2 - 9 Local/No 

MAP is an interim assessment that measures student growth, 
projects student proficiency on high-stakes tests, and inform how 
educators differentiate instruction, evaluate programs, and structure 
curriculum. 

OECD Test for 
Schools (based 

on PISA) (OECD) 
15 yr olds Local/No 

The OECD is a school-level assessment based on the internationally 
recognized Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA). 
The OECD will provide school-level results that can be benchmarked 
against other participating schools across the country and 
internationally. It measures student’s performance in the higher-
order skills in reading, mathematical, and scientific literacy 
necessary for their future success and ability to compete in a global 
economy. The OECD is used in the KMSD to measure the ability of 
our students on a global scale. 

Forward Exam 3-8, 10 Federal/Yes 

The Forward Exam is a high quality, research-based, and affordable 
assessment that meets Wisconsin’s expectations. It is a customized 
assessment with innovative item types that includes test items 
reviewed and approved by Wisconsin educators.  Students are 
assessed in ELA and Math in grades 3 through 8, social studies in 
grades 4, 8, and 10, and Science in grades 4 and 8. 

Wisconsin 
Knowledge/ 
Concepts 

Examination 
WKCE 

4, 8, 10 State/Yes 

The Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination (WKCE) is 
customized to measure the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards 
(WMAS) and is developed and designed by the Department of Public 
Instruction and Wisconsin educators in conjunction with 
CTB/McGraw-Hill. Students in grades 4, 8, and 10 take tests in 
Science, and Social Studies.  

ACT ASPIRE 9 - 10 State/Yes 

ACT Aspire™ Early High School - is a vertically articulated, 
standards-based system summative assessments linked to ACT 
College Readiness Benchmarks and Common Core State Standards. 
ACT Aspire assesses student readiness in English, math, reading, 
science, and writing. 

ACT WorkKeys 11 State/Yes 

ACT® WorkKeys® - ACT WorkKeys is an applied skills assessment 
system that helps students compare their skills to the skills real jobs 
require. Wisconsin students will take three WorkKeys assessments: 
Locating Information, Reading for Information, and Applied 
Mathematics. 

The ACT Plus 
Writing 11 State/Yes 

The ACT® Plus Writing - The ACT Plus Writing consists of four 
multiple-choice tests: English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science; 
and a 30-minute essay test that measures writing skills. ACT Plus 
Writing will be a paper and pencil test in Wisconsin for the 2015 
administration 

 

 Data and Analysis:                   
 

PALs 



 

The PALS assessment is a literacy screening tool given to students in 4K- 2 
during the 2015-16 school year.  As intended, the assessment helps identify 
learners who may be lacking in the pre-literacy or literacy skills necessary to be 
“at level” readers by the end of grade 3.  Elementary building teams use this data 
point, alongside others, to determine the need for intervention.  Additionally, 
trend data from PALs can help monitor the impact of our universal instruction.  
 

% of Students “at benchmark”  
 

 Spring 2014 Spring 2015 Spring 2016 

5K 93.9% 94.3% 91.9% 

1 92.5% 91.6% 90.4% 

2 83.3% 82.0% 92.3% 

 

This assessment, as reported, determines students “at benchmark” during that 
school year.  This assessment DOES NOT measure student growth.  The 
expected benchmark changes from fall to spring.   
 

Differently, however, is the PALs assessment in our 4K program. Reports are 
provided by student across four pre-literacy skills.  In 4K there is no reported 
out/defined benchmark (expected score) the goal is for each student to grow in 
their pre-literacy skills throughout the school year.    
 

We continue to monitor the usefulness of the PALs assessment.  The state does 
allow districts to use another assessment (from a list) to meet the needs of a pre-
literacy screener and meet the needs of a district.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP 
 

MAP is an assessment the teachers and leaders in Kettle Moraine use to 
measure the impact of a year of instruction.  Reports and data provided within 
the MAP tool allow teachers to create small groups for pinpointing instruction in 
areas of deficit within the larger areas of reading and math.  This data is 
considered both for growth (one year growth in nine months of instruction) and 
for benchmark (students at/above the national 50% score).  Teachers, 
psychologists and building leaders use this data to determine the need for 
intervention in both reading and math.  Below you will see the broad view of the 



data. Teams are able to drill down on this data down to student and standard 
level which is a key component to targeted improvement. 
 

 2015- 16 Achievement  

Reading Achievement Math Achievement 

  

 

2015Spring To 2016 Spring Growth 

Reading Growth (Spring To Spring) Math Growth (Spring To Spring) 

  

 

Next Steps:  For the last several years we have been measuring growth from fall 
to spring following the nine months of instruction inherent in a school district.  
Each fall, however, a large percentage of students demonstrated a drop in score 
typically known as “summer slide”.  Many times, with a small amount of 
instruction/practice students again achieve at the expected level. This drop, 
however, could result in a false sense of instructional impact when considering 
the full year of instruction. Therefore we are moving forward in measuring our 
students year of growth from spring to spring.  This system will allow for a more 
accurate measure of student growth as it relates to instructional impact and is 
consistent with other assessments given and publically reported. Additionally, we 
are examining the long-term impact of the “summer slide” this school year.  
Based on that analysis a plan may/may not be developed.  
 

Forward 
 



The Forward Assessment is one of our state required assessments.  It was taken 
by 99.3% of 3-8th grade students in the 2015-16 school year.  The assessment 
results are currently embargoed.  We have included a broad representation of 
this data below and note that these graphs may be slightly different after 
embargo is lifted. Parent/learners have all received the assessment results 
particular to individual performance.  
 

As indicated this assessment is new to the state.  However, the results may offer 
some comparison back to the WKCE exam which was last given in 13-14 as the 
vendor is the same.  Consequently, our initial results look similar to the results 
gotten when students took the full WKCE battery. With a lack of consistency of 
assessments and assessment conditions, this assessment will be used sparingly 
for decisions at both a programmatic and individual student level.  
 

The following are the assessments our learners participate in on the Forward 
exam:  
 

 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 

Reading x x x x x x  

Math x x x x x x  

Science  x    x x 

Social Studies  x    x x 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Aspire 
 

ACT Aspire™ Early High School is an assessment given to all freshman and 
sophomores in Kettle Moraine.  These results provide learners and teachers 
information regarding college readiness as well as proficiency at the standard 
level in English, math, reading science and writing.  These results provide the 
learner with guidance in course selection and focus as they consider ACT.  The 
results also provide teachers and building leaders information for intervention, for 
new course creation and for standard alignment.   
 

Aspire results are currently embargoed. We have included a broad 
representation of this data below and note that these graphs may be slightly 
different after embargo is lifted. Teams are able to drill down on this data down to 
student and standard level which is a key component to targeted improvement. 
Learners have all received the assessment results particular to individual 
performance during an advisory period. These results and lessons are key data 
points as our high school students engage in goal setting. 
 

 
ACT 11  

 

The ACT® Plus Writing  is an assessment given to each Junior in spring.  These 
results provide learners, teachers and postsecondary institutions an indicator as 
to the degree of college readiness in English, math, social sciences, science and 
writing.   
 

ACT 11 results are currently embargoed.  We have included a broad 
representation of this data below and note that these graphs may be slightly 
different after embargo is lifted. Parents/learners all received the assessment 
results particular to individual performance via mail during the spring of 2016. 



 
 

 

enrollment.  
 

AP 
 

The data on Advanced Placement (AP) testing suggests that our participation in 
AP decreased slightly from 2015.  This slight decrease is likely influenced by the 
increased offerings in dual credit opportunities which continue to see a steady 
increase. Of note is that our pass rate noticed little change or a slight increase.  
 

Our learners are growing in their understanding of the pros and cons of AP 
courses and dual credit courses.  As staff work with learners on considering 
postsecondary choices earlier in their high school career, our students become 
better consumers of their choices.  Greater understanding of what universities 
will accept for credit is having a bigger impact on learner choices.  

 



 

 
 

 

 

Summary: 
 

The learners in Kettle Moraine continue to demonstrate that they are 
academically well-prepared for their future.  The data being used across the 
district is being analyzed at many levels to include the district level, the cohort 
level, the department level, the classroom level and at the student level.  As our 
instructional staff becomes more adept at analyzing data our district becomes 
more skilled at targeted goals and action plans.  Even with the mounting 
uncertainty at the state level, the educators in Kettle Moraine embrace the data 
sources we have to create the best possible conditions for each learner.  
 


