KM4K–It’s about partnerships!
The parent’s active role in their child’s education sends a clear message that learning is
important. It creates a partnership between students, teachers, and parents! KM welcomes
the active participation of parents and community inside classrooms across the district.

—to—

HOW CAN PARENTS GET INVOLVED?

—to—

WELCOME

•	Share your talents, personal and professional skills, hobbies, and interests in your
child’s classroom. KM values the partnership of an engaged community that enriches and creates relevancy for student learning.
•	Volunteer in the classroom with reading, projects, celebrations, and field trips.
•	Participate in your child’s parent-teacher conferences.
•	Get to know the parents of your child’s classmates through (each elementary
school’s) PTO and the Parent Resource Network (PRN).
•	Attend KMSD programs from KM Conversations and School Board meetings to a
variety of academic, social, athletic, and entertainment events offered throughout
the school year. Experience KM!

KM4K–It’s about communication!

It’s About Learning without Boundaries!
Kettle Moraine School District Four-Year-Old Kindergarten (KM4K)
provides quality early learning experiences for all children. In partnership
with families and community, our schools cultivate opportunities that
build rich, life-long foundations for learning.

KM4K–It’s about believing!
•	All children will achieve when they are supported, encouraged, and
uniquely engaged in learning.
•	Children learn through creative play and active exploration of their
world, satisfying a natural curiosity through observation, discovery,
and sharing.
•	A focus on early literacy, social competence, and self-confidence
developed in a nurturing, safe learning environment helps children
grow as individuals.
•	Effective communication and collaboration create positive environments for learning.
•	The KM4K Foundation prepares children to enter 5K with readiness
skills to reach their potential.
•	Parents, in partnership with schools and community, play an active
role in the growth and development of children.

KM4K–It’s readiness!
Finding the right school community for your four year old is a very important decision. Knowing if your child is ready is equally important. We believe
that most 4 year olds are ready, understanding that each child comes to
school with individual needs and the potential to learn. If you are unsure,
we are here to help guide you in your decision.
Environments that promote a safe and nurturing experience, recognize
unique talents and learning styles, and provide academic excellence are
priorities at KM. With a highly qualified team of educators, four conveniently located elementary schools, and seven community provider sites,
the district answers the demand for excellence and choice in education.

KM4K and Kettle Moraine School District news is shared on the district’s website at www.
kmsd.edu. Parents and community members are encouraged to “OPT-IN” to receive the
most up-to-date news and information. Visit www.kmsd.edu/opt-in to sign up to receive
KM4K and school related information and news. KM4K news is also shared throughout
the year via newsletters, teacher and community provider web pages, and materials sent
directly to all KM4K students and families.

CONTACT US
KM4K at the Kettle Moraine District Office
563 A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI 53183
KM4K Info Line: 262-968-6300, ext. 5322 Fax: 262-968-6390
Website: www.kmsd.edu/KM4K

KM4K DISTRICT PROGRAM SITES:
Cushing Elementary	227 Genesee St. Delafield, WI 53018
www.kmsd.edu/Cushing
Magee Elementary 	W313 S4134 State Hwy 83 Genesee Depot, WI 53127
www.kmsd.edu/Magee
Dousman Elementary	341 East Ottawa Avenue Dousman, WI 53118
www.kmsd.edu/Dousman
Wales Elementary	219 North Oak Crest DriveWales, WI 53183
www.kmsd.edu/Wales

KM4K COMMUNITY PARTNER SITES:
All God’s Children Preschool	1600 N. Genesee St. Delafield, WI 53018
www.allgodschildrenpreschool.com
KinderCare Learning Center 	3175 Hillside Drive, Delafield, WI 53018
www.kindercare.com
Bethlehem Lutheran	470 N. Oak Crest, Wales, WI 53183
Church & Preshool www.bethlehemfamily.org
Kettle Moraine Preschool, Inc.	35415 HWY D, Dousman, WI 53118
www.Kettlemorainepreschool.net
St. Bruno’s Parish School	246 W. Ottawa Avenue, Dousman, WI 53118
www.stbrunoparish.school.schoolfusion.us
Wee Know Schools, Inc.	3325 HWY 83, Hartland, WI 53029
www.weeknowschool.com

- Learning Without Boundaries -

KM4K–It’s about learning
anytime, anywhere!
Understanding diversity and the opportunities to learn through creative inquiry in a variety of settings, helps children express and grow in their learning. Each setting provides
instruction, practice, and play through different kinds and levels of learning. Settings include large group, small group, free choice, and “learning centers.” The value of integrating
music and the arts to develop creativity and self-expression blends with the natural instincts
of children in meaningful ways at KM4K.
Large group instruction and learning is directed by the teacher with students working together
as a whole. They may come together to hear stories, sing songs, discuss daily events, or participate in gross motor activities. During this time children learn to listen with respect, take turns, and
follow directions collectively. This time in large group fosters a sense of unity and common purpose.
In contrast, the small group setting provides time to identify and address the unique learning styles and
needs of the individual learner as he or she practices new skills and concepts. Because the student to teacher
ratio is small, there is intensive, focused interaction.
Centers of learning are strategically located throughout the KM4K classrooms with intentional selection of materials that
reinforce specific skills and concept knowledge. In centers, children are often required to cooperate, negotiate, and practice
social skills. Teachers act as facilitators by prompting activity, asking questions, providing materials, or modeling ideas that
stimulate deeper learning. Centers are key environments for developing confidence in problem solving, decision making,
and language skills. They encourage development of responsibility, self-control, and cooperative work. Through building
of self-image, children learn their behavior can influence the world around them.

KM4K–It’s
Personal!
As children enter 4K, we expect to see
a wide range of development, maturity,
and abilities. At KM, we look at each child
as an individual and work to foster their potential through experiences that personalize student
learning.
We know that our youngest students learn best through play – at KM4K, their
work is play. The intentional design of play in 4K facilitates growth in all areas of
children’s development. Through structured and unstructured activity, experimentation, and hands-on learning, children discover how things work, test their own
hypotheses, and learn new, abstract concepts. This active learning takes advantage
of a child’s natural motivations, abilities, and interests. Children are encouraged
in the 4K environment to solve problems, discover relationships, and make comparisons. They also practice the skills of listening, communication, cooperation,
and negotiation. KM4K teachers develop an understanding of each child’s unique
learning style and promote opportunities to personalize the experience to recognize the individual learner.

HOW CAN PARENTS SET THE STAGE FOR LEARNING?
•	Talk to your child every day about what happens at school.
Review your child’s work and ask questions – lots of questions.
• Read! Set aside time each day to read with your child.
•	Discuss familiar letters or words found all around
your child’s environment.
• Play games together.
•	Celebrate learning and acknowledge
your child’s successes, big and
small.
•	Discuss classroom routines and
school rules. Reinforcement and
consistent messaging is reassuring to young learners.
•	Be patient, knowing that children
develop and learn at their own
unique pace.
•	Be sure your child is well rested,
fed, and ready for school. Remember,
the best place for a sick child is in the
comfort of home and the care of family.

KM4K–It’s academics!
LITERACY

Early literacy is foundational to children’s learning. This begins at home through
the sharing of stories, reading together and talking about literature of all kinds. The
KM4K program provides a literacy rich environment. Children learn to listen to the
story within the book and develop basic concepts of print as they engage in the reading and writing process. Children develop communication skills through social and
instructional interaction with teachers and classmates.
KM LITERACY GOALS:
•	Fostering enjoyment of literacy-4K children need to
feel like readers and writers from the very beginning.
• 	Exploring conceptually rich stories and books
from beginning to end.
• Learning through poetry and song.
• 	Drawing and describing pictures through child-generated
stories and the ability to retell stories.
• Developing awareness of rhyme and word relationships.
•	Developing print awareness, reading from left to right,
top to bottom, and differentiating upper and lower case letters.

NUMERACY
Through physical interaction with objects and teacher-guided instruction, children develop basic understanding of mathematics and numeracy through pattern, sorting, comparing, estimating, and classifying objects. They begin to
develop an understanding of numbers through counting, graphing, measuring,
and problem-solving.
KM NUMERACY GOALS:
•	Exploring patterns, groups, measurement, and number sense.
•	Understanding basic mathematical vocabulary.
•	Learning the organization of days, months, and calendar year.
•	Make predictions and observations.

KM4K teachers are excellent resources for ideas and understanding how to extend the learning
beyond the school day. We teach parents and care givers the value of learning at school and at
home… anytime, anywhere!

KM4K–It’s about growth!
Four year old children are just beginning to develop physical and emotional control and the
social skills necessary for organized environments such as school. It is exciting to learn new
things, form new friendships, and adopt classroom responsibilities and roles. Children this age
practice cooperation, negotiation, and problem solving through play. As children gain control
over their gross and fine motor skills they develop spatial- and self-awareness. KM4K provides
ample opportunity for growth through a wide variety of activities that develop these skills and align
with KM4K curriculum.
Four year old children have a unique way of thinking as compared to older children. The differences in their thinking
process affect the way in which they obtain information from their surroundings, build new knowledge from this information, and problem solve using this new knowledge. Typically, four year olds do not think logically. Instead they
rely heavily on their perceptions to make sense of their world.
Four year old children are naturally creative. This creativity encompasses more than imagination as it becomes a way
of thinking and being. When we look closely at how young children use their creativity to show us what they know, it
provides clues as to how they understand their world, and how they learn best. It is a time of amazing growth!

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL SKILLS

MOTOR SKILLS

The KM4K program fosters opportunities for social
emotional development through structured play and
creative play, small and large group activities, and
project inquiry activities.

The KM4K program incorporates gross and fine motor
skill development through physical activities, games,
dancing, and daily classroom activities that offer
opportunity to experience and try new skills.

KM SOCIAL EMOTIONAL GOALS:
•	Playing cooperatively and sharing with
other children.
• Following routines and classroom rules.
•	Using words to communicate thoughts and feelings and to solve conflicts.
• Seeking new experiences and exhibiting curiosity.
•	Taking responsibility for materials and personal
belongings.
•	Demonstrating an increased amount of independence and responsibility.

KM MOTOR SKILLS GOALS:
•	Developing motor skills such as hopping, skipping,
and jumping.
•	Developing manipulative skills such as throwing,
catching, and kicking.
•	Building sense of “team” and developing an
appreciation for group cooperation, coordination,
and interaction.

