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Learning does not occur in a vacuum. The challenge of good teaching 
is leveraging relevance for students in their learning. The most powerful 
question a student can ask is “When am I going to use this?” For a math 
student, that might translate to, “When do I need to solve for X in the 
real world?” or “Why is geometry important?” These are good questions, 
and of course the answer depends on what that student does later in life.

Community partnerships fill the real-world gaps of relevance in learning. 
The relevance of geometry, for example, applies to architecture, 
engineering, art and design, and molecular biology. And I wouldn’t fault 
a student for not taking my word for it. A student can see the application 
if we all work together to create an opportunity to do so. That is where 
personalization and collaboration come in. 

Personalized learning creates an environment for students to generate 
interest as well as allows students to pursue place-based learning 
as it applies to their education. Community partnerships provide the 
opportunity for this type of experience. Furthermore, the critical component to developing and sustaining relevant 
community/student partnerships lies in the quality of benefit to both the partner and the student. When both parties 
grow, learn and succeed from these partnerships is exactly when student education goes from theoretical to relevant. 

As 21st century educators, the terms have changed. No longer can we rely solely on bookwork to prepare our students 
for life outside our walls. We need to provide personalized opportunities relevant to our students’ goals in order to 
succeed as teachers. And we certainly could not succeed without our collaborative partnerships. These relationships 
– ones that benefit both Partner and Student – are a necessary component to education and, as such, we revere our 
partners immensely. I wonder if all student learning could benefit from such invaluable collaborations. 

Superintendent 
Stephen Plum PhD

KMSD’s budget advisory council will provide community feedback on 
our budget & financial position, tax stability, and fiscal prioritization. 
The council will be comprised of current KM parents, local citizens & 
taxpayers, business owners, KM alumni, and community partners.

Dr. Plum moderated a number of listening sessions at both the high school and middle school. These sessions focused on the social pressures young adults face each day and on 
student interaction at school. KMSD is working with students, parents, staff and our school board to create a culture where everyone is respected, included, and can thrive as an 
individual learner and as a collaborator.

Linkage reports are also being presented by each school to the board to share survey data from students, parents and staff. Administrators are telling their school’s story and 
discussing the highlights, challenges, and areas that encourage future analysis and discussion.
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I have had the passion to be a veterinarian since a young 
age and decided that in the 2021-22 school year (my 
junior year) I would attempt to design my own place-
based learning outreach. I came up with a list of nearby 
veterinary clinics and hospitals and contacted a total 
of 16 different clinics before finally being accepted by 
North Prairie Animal Hospital. I shadowed there twice a 
week for four months during the school day and it was 
one of the best experiences I have ever had. Throughout 
my time shadowing, I watched many appointments 
with both dogs and cats and even had the wonderful 
opportunity to shadow dental procedures, a spay, an 
ACL reconstruction, and a removal of a mass cell tumor. 
I discussed veterinary science with the lead veterinarians 
and veterinary technicians and learned new things 
regarding animal sciences and schooling for veterinary 
care. I also learned how to fill up vaccination shots and 
assisted with filling medications and prescriptions for 
the animals. During appointments, I got to see how 
veterinarians and technicians work with each other and 
with the animal’s owner to provide the best possible 
care. I observed basic physical examinations, vaccines 
given, nail trims, blood draws and tests, urine and stool 
samples and analyses, x-rays and sadly the putting down 
of some animals. All of the workers at the clinic were 
so friendly and taught me a lot about how to work with 
animals. After my first day shadowing, I knew exactly 
that this was what I wanted to do for the rest of my life. I 
am extremely grateful that HS^2 provides opportunities 
and flexibility for students to explore different career 
paths and pursue their greatest dreams and interests. 

COMMUNITY | VENDORS | PTO | FINANCIAL

A Space For Everyone!
Dousman Elementary has long had an  
Early Childhood (EC) program for three- and 
four-year-olds that need a head start with learning 
before they enroll in the traditional 4K and 5K 
classes. Typically the EC class had anywhere from 
three to seven students at any given time of the 
school year. In the fall of 2021, the enrollment 
in the (EC) program skyrocketed to 12 students. 
In anticipation of the increased enrollment and 
the physical needs of some of the students, we 
have had to take a look at the accessibility of 
our playground from the perspective of both the 
size and physical needs of our students. Luckily, 
parents, teachers, therapists, administration, 
buildings and grounds staff, our PTO, and 
community partner Lee Recreation were able to 
collaborate to design and construct our newest 
addition to the Dousman Elementary playground. 

The conversation first began in the spring of 2020 
after an informal accessibility assessment of our 
current playground was done. The assessment 
focused on physical accessibility for students 
as well as equipment specifically designed and 
adapted for 2-5 year olds. In the fall of 2020, that 
conversation moved from parents and teachers 
to include administration and our PTO in an effort 
to support both design and funding of the new 
equipment. Fast forward to the spring of 2022 
when we finalized our plans for the playground 
update and began installation this past September. 
While we are still tweaking the final product with 
our vendor, installer and our district maintenance 
staff, the students started enjoying the new 
playground at the end of October. In addition, 
at-large community members have also enjoyed 
playing on the new equipment when school is  
not in session.

A huge part of HS^2 is that 
students get the opportunity 
to explore a variety of career 
paths, even if they are not 
offered directly through  
HS^2 partnerships. 

DECA Alleviates  
Food Insecurity 
Kettle Moraine DECA – an association of high school 
business and marketing students – has been conducting 
its annual food drive for over 40 years. By conservative 
estimate, they have collected and distributed over 300,000 
pounds of food to families in our local community.  
This past year’s delivery alone was just a little shy of 
10,000 pounds. It all starts in the Marketing Education 
classroom where DECA members select a designated 
neighborhood from a large map of the Lake Country 
Community. Students often work in small groups and set 
up their own timelines. For the past 25 years, Kroger Foods (Roundy’s/Pick N Save) has donated 
approximately 6,000 bags annually for this drive. Students attach flyers with detailed instructions 
to each of the bags dropped off and then return a few days later for pick up.

As the food drive became larger and larger over the years, KM DECA reached out to the Target 
Corporation for help. For the past 15 years, Target & JB Hunt have partnered together to provide 

us with a 54 foot semi-trailer where we can store the food collected until it is ready for 
delivery to the food pantry. Traditionally, the food will be delivered to either the Kettle 

Moraine or Waukesha County Food Pantries. 

This is one of those great projects where students “buy into” the need and execute 
to make a big impact within our community.      

COMMUNITY | EDUCATIONAL

A Future in Veterinary Science
by Carmen R.

COMMUNITY | VENDORS | FINANCIAL | CLUBS | 
EDUCATIONAL | SERVICE/VOLUNTEERISM
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Music Takes Off at Honor Flight
It is no secret that Kettle Moraine music education is highly regarded—
Kettle Moraine School District (KMSD) was recently honored with the 
Best Communities for Music Education distinction by the National 
Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation for the fourth 
consecutive year. 

What may not be known is that the band has a favorite charity and 
service commitment to the Stars and Stripes Honor Flight. The Stars and 
Stripes Honor Flight was founded in 2008 with one mission: to fly World 
War II and Korean War veterans to see their memorials in Washington, 
D.C. The organization began with $200 in the bank and has since flown 
over 3,400 veterans free of charge. And that is just in Wisconsin! Stars 
and Stripes Honor Flight is part of the National Honor Flight Network, 
which was founded in 2005. 

When the honor flights started, Debbie Kliese - Delafield resident, KM Band 
alumni parent, and board member for the Stars and Stripes Honor Flight 
- contacted band directors Kevin Erickson and Terri Catania to see if the 
band would be willing to perform patriotic tunes for the veterans at Mitchell 
International Airport upon their arrival home from Washington, D.C. The 
band accepted and has been playing honor flights two to three times a 
year ever since. The band has done over 25 Honor Flight events throughout 
the years. In addition to performances, the band annually raises funds at 
Breakfast with Santa to send veterans on an Honor Flight.

COMMUNITY | EDUCATIONAL | SERVICE/VOLUNTEERISM

Capstone Projects: Global Initiatives Start at Home
KM Global prepares students to be LEADERS who MAKE AN IMPACT on their community.  
We collaborate with teachers and peers in a flexible learning environment that promotes responsibility 
and independence. Global students are required to complete a local community or a global/cross-
cultural public service project tied to an issue or community different than their own. This project may 
include raising awareness about a global issue, fundraising for an international non-profit service 
agency/organization, working on an international service project, or working with the Rotary or other 
service club.project, Rotary, or other service club.

POP-UP THRIFT SHOP
by Izzy T. 

For my capstone project I hosted a Pop-Up Thrift 
Shop. I decided to do this project because my 
sophomore year I organized a guest speaker to come 
into school to talk about resources for women who 
are at-risk and residing in shelters for domestic abuse. 
I decided to host a thrift store because I wanted to 
promote reusing clothes in an effort to keep more 
clothes out of landfills. I elicited donations from the 
KM Community. I decided that the money I would 
raise from selling donations would be donated to the 
Women’s Center in Waukesha, while the remaining 
clothes after the sales would be donated to the Hope 
Center in Waukesha. I picked these organizations 
because they are both non-profits that do amazing 
things for the community. I raised about $407 for 
the Women’s Center and donated about six medium 
boxes and four big boxes of clothes to the Hope Center. The most challenging part of my project was 
organizing volunteers, which were important to the success of this project. There is no such thing as 
promoting an event too much, so plan on advertising everywhere. Communication is also important so 
be willing to be flexible.

VOLLEYBALL FOR VETERANS 
by Jacob H.

For my project, I decided to organize a high 
school sand volleyball tournament to raise 
money for the Wounded Warrior Project.  
I picked the Wounded Warrior Project 
because I wanted a cause that all people 
would want to support. My goal was to raise 
$1,000 and run a successful, fun tournament. 
I hosted the tournament on July 23rd, 2022 
at the Milwaukee Sting Center, who donated 
their courts. Frisco Mo, a local volleyball 
apparel company, also sponsored the 
tournament. In total, 11 teams participated 
and I raised $1,200.  
The most challenging part about my project 
was all of the learning I had to do mid-project 
as I had no experience with marketing or 
organizing an event, event insurance, or 
running a volleyball tournament. For future 
events, I suggest marketing the event as  
soon as possible and at as many 
opportunities as possible.

Richard Davies was the most recent KM 
Honor Flight Recipient.
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Kettle Moraine High School, Tech, 
Engineering, Art and FACS (Family 
And Consumer Science) classes 
partnered with The Ingleside Hotel 
and the Country Christmas Lights. 
We produced some large cutout 
photo scenes for the Country 
Christmas Lights. The Tech classes 
converted and CNC milled the 
artwork that was developed in the 
art class. The scenes were milled 
out and then sent back to the Art 
classes to be painted and finished. 
All this provided for some excellent 
photo opportunities for those 
attending the Country Christmas 
Lights. Additionally, there are some 
Hospitality and Tourism opportunities 
for the FACS students to work with 
hotel operations in the future. 

KMHS Art students were asked 
to create building facades out of 
sheets of plywood to be used as 
photo opportunities at the Country 
Christmas at the Ingelside Hotel.  
They worked with the Tech Ed 
Department to design and cut out 
10 different holiday building themes. 
Students learned how to work as a 
team, plan with a deadline in mind, 
and develop interesting and  
engaging art pieces. 

COMMUNITY | EDUCATIONAL | SERVICE/VOLUNTEERISM

Tech, Engineering, Art and  
FACS Assist Ingleside Hotel

COMMUNITY |  
SERVICE/VOLUNTEERISM

Heavenly Ladies:  
Bundling for 
Babies in Need
“Start small – a little thing can be a big deal to someone” – that’s a 
motto Zoey Pangborn and Jolie Kowalkowski have shared. These two 
6th graders at KMMS had a little idea last summer that grew bigger 
than they could have ever expected. 

One day, Zoey noticed her 
grandmother had piles of 
baby items covering the 
kitchen island. Grandma 
Janet explained she was 
volunteering for Heavenly 
Babies Ministry – a service 
that collects donated baby 
items and wraps them into 
“Baby Showers in a Bag.” 
Janet invited her to help prepare the bundles and Zoey was hooked.  
As someone who adores babies and babysitting, she was delighted to 
know she could give her time to help little ones in need. And, it was fun!

Enter best friend Jolie. One afternoon Zoey told Jolie about Heavenly 
Babies and the “Baby Shower in a Bag” bundles. Jolie was just as 
excited to help as Zoey had been. Soon, their enthusiasm for ministry 
work blossomed into something greater. 

As the girls planned their summer joint birthday party, they decided 
on a selfless act – they asked all their friends and family to donate to 
Heavenly Babies Ministry. No gifts for themselves, just baby supplies 
for moms starting out with nothing.

The girls’ friends were all for it and Jolie and Zoey’s birthday haul 
brought in more onesies, pajamas, stuffed animals, and books than 
they could have ever imagined! Together, they packed and donated 60 
bags from their birthday bash and have no intention of slowing down. 

Their sweet story recently caught the eye of WTMJ4’s Carole Meekins, 
who reported on their work in the November 6th edition of “Positively 
Milwaukee” (available online). The girls were also invited to interview 
with Lester Holt of NBC Nightly News, who will include their story in an 
upcoming “Inspiring Kids” section of NBC Nightly News Kids Edition. 

Jolie and Zoey know those little bags have made a big difference. 
Their advice holds true for people of all ages: we’re all capable of 
doing something the KM Kind way!
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Inspiring with Science
by Anna N.

Last year, I coordinated a research 
collaboration between HS^2 and 
Dousman Elementary to build interest 
and capabilities in STEM among fifth-
grade students. Over a six-month period, 
I organized workshops and mentoring 
meetings that provided students with the 
knowledge necessary to investigate an 
identified problem in their lives. 

The project kicked off with a field trip to HS^2. Led by HS HS^2 volunteers, 
labs from various STEM fields were set up to introduce the Dousman 
students to paths they could take when choosing a project. Dousman 
students were then paired with an HS^2 student mentor and met with them 
regularly over zoom to learn about the scientific design process step by step. 

The two-day capstone event showcased students’ discoveries to their peers, 
parents, teachers, and community members. It also captured the Dousman 
students’ strong research skills they had learned and also the connections 
that were formed between HS^2 and our local community. 

I am very proud of the work that was done during my time leading the 
collaboration and I cannot wait to see how it develops in future years. 

My name is Alexa and I am a junior in HS^2. I have been fortunate enough to take part in 
vision screenings for the Kettle Moraine elementary schools the past two years.

In HS^2, I was able to earn my screening certification by completing a course through 
Prevent Blindness Wisconsin. I learned how to properly screen the children while 
understanding how to identify certain vision disorders. In my future, I want to go into the 
healthcare field and I am specifically interested in nursing. This opportunity has allowed 
me to acquire more experience and knowledge that I can apply to my future education 
and career. Through this opportunity, I have gained a better understanding of the 
importance of these screenings because approximately one in four school-aged children 
have a vision problem. Children with vision disorders may not realize they are seeing 
the world differently, which can cause them to fall behind in school. It is crucial to catch 
these problems early to help children be successful in their learning. I am grateful for this 
experience. It has been very fulfilling to know that I am helping those around me.

Brad Bestor’s Lead 100 class read their 
student-made books to young learners from 
KM Explore. This partnership encouraged 
interaction and communication. Leadership 
100 provides an opportunity for students to 
earn four St. Norbert’s credits through their 
Early College Credit Program. 

Learning 
Lessons  
with Graphic 
Design

A community member attended KM Made Night and asked if we might 
help the Jackson Sparks Foundation convert their basic idea into a shirt 
design. I assigned the project to Riley Owsley, an intern and former 
graphic design student. Our internship program provides students 
the opportunity to work on projects for the community to help build 
real-world skills like communications, problem solving, punctuality, 
and creative thinking. These skills align well with the student graduate 
profile’s collaborator, communicator, engaged citizen and self directed 
learner tenets. Riley worked with Sheri directly and found the project 
very rewarding both creatively and philanthropically. She has since gone 
on to study graphic design at the University of Iowa. 

We have done over 500 shirts for the Sparks Foundation, saving them 
money on design and production. This is a win-win. Providing a slight 
mark up in our materials helps fund the graphic design and retail and 
product design program and the lower cost to the Foundation helps 
them keep more money for their intended purpose. 

COMMUNITY | FINANCIAL |  
SERVICE/VOLUNTEERISM

KMSD Has Saved about 60 
Lives During the Past Year. 
Each unit of blood saves up to 3 lives.  
During our last three blood drives at Kettle 
Moraine High School, we have collected 181 units 
of blood to donate to the Red Cross.  
That is truly making a difference!
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Firefighting - the Childhood 
Dream Grows Up
by Katie M.

One big aspect of The High School of Health Sciences 
(HS^2) is outreach, which is the idea of getting hands-
on experience in career fields while being in high school. 
During freshman year, most HS^2 students take part in an 
Intro to Fire and Rescue workshop with Lake Country Fire 
& Rescue (LCFR). Unfortunately that was not something 
I was able to do because of an injury and then COVID 
shutting the school down in March. 

Being in the fire service industry was something I never saw myself doing, but I was offered the 
opportunity to take a different workshop with LCFR, called Life at the Firehouse, spring of my sophomore 
year (2020-2021). I jumped on the opportunity and was able to do four ride-along experiences with the  
fire department along with 60 hours of hands-on training at their training center. Throughout this time,  
I had a lot of personal growth and found my passion for helping others through the fire service. I have since 
joined LCFR’s cadet program and volunteered at the training center, teaching others CPR  
and helping instruct the introduction workshops that HS^2 offers. 

My junior year (2021-2022) I decided to take the Firefighter 1 course at Waukesha County Technical 
College (WCTC) in the spring semester. The flexibility in my schedule at HS^2 allowed me to take a full 
course load at HS^2 but then go to WCTC at night for this class. I also took the Emergency Medical 
Responder (EMR) at LCFR. EMR is a lower level of medical services that builds a good foundation for EMT. 
LCFR continued to allow me to do ride along experiences to learn from crews, from seeing the hands-on 
aspects to real world application. 

I successfully attained my Fire 1 certification and continued taking the class at LCFR the summer before 
my senior year to attain my Emergency Medical Technician certification. LCFR then hired me onto the 
department part time in August, waiting for me to turn 18 to officially start. Since then, I have continued to 
work part time at LCFR as a Firefighter/ EMT and have been loving it. With the flexibility at HS^2 there are 
some days that I am able to go to work and continue to gain experience because I have stayed caught up 
in my school work. 

To continue my education in the fire service, I participate in WCTC’s Excelerate program where I am able to 
work toward an associate degree at little cost to me. After high school, I plan to continue my education at 
WCTC, finishing with an associate degree in Fire Protection and eventually Fire Medic as well. 

Cushing Stars for Troops program gathered 
items for care packages that can be sent 
to service men and women to make their 
time away a little more comfortable. 
Angelleah Caylor, First Lieutenant logistics 
officer for the aviation brigade, and mother 
of Aubri, Jaelyn and Zoey, was sent a 
personalized package of letters, drawings, 
and supplies at Camp Humphreys in South 
Korea. Cushing also raised over $500 to be 
donated to veterans in need.

I am so grateful for all the 
experiences LCFR has given me 
through numerous ride-along and 
training opportunities... and for 
HS^2 having the flexibility to allow 
students like me to go out into a 
professional setting , explore their 
interests and curiosities.

Magee Students raised $1,050 for Coins for a Cause during the Fall Book Fair!  
This is absolutely amazing!! The money raised was donated to the Wood 
National Cemetery. Aaron Dishaw and Laura 
Beckel from Wood National Cemetery came to 
Magee this week to receive their donation and to 
present students with an award. The money will 
go toward a large number of flag poles so that 
donated flags can fly throughout the entire 50 
acre cemetery amongst the 40,000 gravesites.

COMMUNITY | EDUCATIONAL | SERVICE/VOLUNTEERISM

Showing Our Appreciation for Those Who Serve
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The game started back and forth, with both teams scoring touchdowns 
on their first drives. The first quarter ended with the Phantoms clinging 
to a 3 point lead, 7-10. But, the rest of the three quarters were all Lasers, 
as KM’s offense scored 20 additional points with the defense holding 
strong and not giving up a single point for a 27-10 victory. 

The Lasers came out on top with key performances by Nolan Schopp,  
Noah Hait, Sam Coufal and Jonathan Ksobiech on defense. Offensively,  
Chase Spellman and Drew Wagner were in sync, as Chase threw for top 
5 all time yardage in a game and Drew Wagner set the D2 state record 
for receiving yards. Other standouts included Dillon Portz, Nolan Schopp, 
and the Lasers dominant offensive line, led by seniors Sam Coufal 
and Roman Brunner. JR’S Charlie Schmidt, Gray Ruhmor, and Jorge 
Benaventie also contributed to a dominating performance by the Lasers 
offensive line. Nolan Schopp was the player of the game, contributing 
what was unequivocally one of the best catches in KM history. 

WORTH  
THE WAIT
Kettle Moraine Takes the DII State  
Championship for the First Time in 34 Years!
By Coach Matt McDonnell

Kettle Moraine was pitted against a talented West De Pere team on November 18th at  
Camp Randall Stadium. The Division 2 State Title was on the line and the Lasers were  
coming off of a really strong season. The snow that dusted the legendary field only added to  
the teams’ excitement. They were ready and we had come to play. 

Senior Adam Rife 
savors the moment.   
Rife made 7 tackles to help 
keep West De Pere from scoring 
for three quarters.  
WM. GLASHEEN/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

Coach Mac hoists the state trophy high as 
he is embraced by Senior QB Chase Spellman 
who led the team to victory with 195 passing 
yards, 17 carries, 57 rushing yards, and 1 rushing TD. 
WM. GLASHEEN/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

Senior Nolan Schopp made an incredible one-handed 
catch that will never be forgotten. 
DAVID RADCLIFFE/WAUKESHA FREEMAN STAFF

Senior QB Chase Spellman goes over the top for a touchdown.
TORK MASON, USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN
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Past and present state 
champions show how KM’s 
program has expanded 
throughout the years. The image 
of Vock Field in the background 
is also historically significant as 
we move forward with plans to 
rebuild for 2023!

THE LASER LOCKER IS SPORTING 
KM LOOKS FOR EVERY SEASON
by Kristine Sterkowitz 

LASER LOCKER is full of spirit in so many ways! In August 
of 2021, the Laser Locker reopened its doors with a new 
look and a goal to build community through school spirit.

The Laser Locker is located on the Kettle Moraine High 
School campus and is open from August through mid-
June. Inside the Laser Locker, one will find KM apparel, 
gear, accessories, gifts and more! The Laser Locker offers 
sizes starting at newborns through adult. All of the items in 
the store are KM general; meaning we do not tap into the 
sports, clubs or schools. 

All merchandise in the Laser Locker is provided from local 
vendors that supply apparel to our teams and clubs. Staff 
from the district office, along with a few students, manage 
the store, and we occasionally have ‘celebrity’ appearances 
by some of our teachers and staff that help out during 
special events. 

Store hours for the Laser Locker can be found on the 
KM website under “Family Resources” and the hours are 
posted on the store doors. Although we do not currently 
offer online shopping, we invite all students, parents, 
grandparents and community members to stop in and 
check out all we have for sale, plus glimpse a bit of our 
history in the display windows, which feature past jackets 
and uniforms. 

We are proud of how our Laser Locker has grown from a 
school store in a custodian closet 55 years ago to a brick 
and mortar place to purchase uniforms, letter jackets and 
spirit wear. We invite everyone to stop by the Laser Locker 
and let us help you get geared up. 

The Laser Locker is your one-stop spirit shop! GO LASERS!!
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PHASE          2024
•  Soccer Stadium Updates  

(Spring & Summer 2024)

•  East/West Gym Bleacher & 
Wrestling Updates (Summer 2024)

•  KMHS Campus Practice Fields 
(Summer/Fall 2024)

•  KMMS Community Ed Complex 
(Open, Spring 2025)

•  Four Baseball Fields

•  Two Softball Fields

•  Four Multi-purpose Lacrosse, 
Football, Soccer Fields

•  Board update on 2024 projects 
anticipated in Summer, 2023

Keeping KM Competitive:  
Our Stadium Plans at a Glance
By John Stellmacher, CFO, Kettle Moraine School District

Offering a place where student athletes can perform at their highest level 
has numerous benefits, not only to the athletes, but to our community. 
Today’s schools exist in an environment where families can choose where 
their children attend. Having first-class facilities and modern amenities 
will help KMSD maintain our reputation as a leader in our ability to secure 
tournaments, large events and sponsorships as well as attract the kind of 
talent that will keep us competitive academically and athletically. 

After much discussion and planning, we are proud to initiate updates 
to facilities that have not been upgraded in decades. KMSD has already 
begun comprehensive improvements to Vock Field. The current stadium, 
constructed in the 1980s, had reached the end of its useful life. The new 
facility will ensure that KM student-athletes and spectators will have a high 
quality, practical facility for the next generation.  

The project was identified as part of pre-capital referendum work in the early 
2010s and was prioritized in the 2018 outdoor facilities master plan.  
Like the tennis project, the district continues our commitment to build  
long-term, practical facilities that prioritize needs and take into consideration 
the district’s financial resources. The new facility will have seating for 2,500 
spectators, new lights, track, concessions and bathrooms as well as on-site 
multi-purpose rooms. It is scheduled to be completed by September 1, 2023 
and will host the KM Football, Lacrosse, Soccer, and Track and Field programs 
as well as KM Jr Laser Programs, Physical Education classes,  
and KM Community Functions. 

John Stellmacher, 
CFO

2
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Project Lists

While our long term vision includes modern upgrades and features, KM leadership remains 
mindful of our district budget and vows to fund these renovations through sponsorship 
opportunities and athletic funds. Our new and improved facilities will be built using best 
practices in construction, keeping safety and performance in mind. We believe when all is 
done we will be able to offer athletic facilities that will attract talent, keep families coming 
back and make our whole community proud. 

2023 BUDGETS

Tennis Facility Budget (on target) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,100,000

Stadium Facility Budget (on target) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,460,000

Wales Community Park Baseball Project Budget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200,000

KMHS JV Softball Field Budget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175,000

Middle/West Gym Floor Project Budget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $777,000

2023 FUNDING

Total Budget Phase I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,712,000

District Fund 10/41/46 Funding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,872,000

Previously Raised Tennis Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80,000

District Fund 80 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $260,000

District Advertising/Youth Sports/Varsity Invites Fundraising . . . . . . $1,500,000

2023 FUNDRAISING 

KMSD will begin the $2,000,000 Fundraising Plan in 2023-24 with the goal of raising $200,000 per 
year to support the 2023 and 2024 projects

Fundraising will come from advertising, agreements with KM Youth programs, Varsity invite proceeds, 
and partnerships with KM Tennis Association

WE WILL BE HOSTING A SPONSORSHIP EVENT FEB. 7th 
Scan the QR Code to learn more about our new facilities and how you can 
promote your business and become an integral part of this amazing project.

TENNIS COURTS:
COMPLETED 

•  Tennis Court Lights & Speakers  
have been removed for relocation

• Selective demolition began late November 

• Ten Courts Poured

• Fencing for Courts installed

• Sidewalks Poured

• Privacy Berms Completed

SCHEDULED COMPLETION  
JUNE/JULY, 2023
•  Lighting Project Completion

•  Final Surfacing for Courts

•  Landscaping around Final Project

•  Shade for Spectators

VOCK FIELD:
SCHEDULED COMPLETION  
SEPTEMBER 1, 2023  
(POSSIBLE BY AUGUST 18, 2023) 
•  New Grandstand with a capacity of 2,500 

spectators

•  New Running Track and Field Events

•  New Lighting

•  New Concessions and Bathrooms

•  Multi-purpose Team Rooms and  
Athletic/Facility Storage

• New Scoreboard

•  New Fencing 

BASEBALL:
SCHEDULED COMPLETION  
SPRING/SUMMER 2023
•  Rebuilding Varsity/JV Infields (Spring 2023)

•  Outfield Irrigation Installation (Spring 2023)

•  Updated Concrete Pads for Spectator Bleachers

•  Potential Portable Bleachers Purchase  
(multi-sport use at WCP and KMHS Campus)

•  Additional Facilities Time for Maintaining 
Warning Track and Varsity/JV Facilities

SOFTBALL PROJECT UPDATE:
SCHEDULED COMPLETION  
SUMMER/FALL 2023
•  Relocating JV Softball Field from above  

the practice fields hill to west of the rebuilt  
Vock Field (Summer/Fall 2023)

•  Project includes new infield, new fencing, 
dugout areas and parking in closer proximity 
(resurfaced North Lot on Hwy 18)

MIDDLE/WEST GYM FLOOR:
SCHEDULED COMPLETION  
MARCH-SEPTEMBER 2023
•  Composite floor will be replaced  

by a wood floor in March-May 2023

•   West Gym floor (currently wood) will  
be replaced by a new wood floor in  
June-September 2023

•  Middle Gym project will begin  
after Winter sports have finished

•  West Gym project will begin after  
KMHS Graduation in June

Tennis Court Stats:
The courts & 
walks cover

75,140
or 1.73 acres.

square 
feet

129,000  
or 2.96 acres  
of 10 mil covering

square 
feet 1,400  

of concrete

cubic 
yards

7,000  
of 1/2” rebar 
or 1.33 miles

lineal 
feet

1,800  
of fence

lineal 
feet

There are 

44,760
of cables or  
8.50 miles

lineal 
feet
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Enrollment is 339 students.  
Our knowledgeable staff hold  
8 Bachelor’s Degrees and  
24 Masters Degrees.
MISSION: At Cushing 
Elementary, our mission is to 
provide a strong, educational 
foundation for all children by 
promoting an excitement for 
learning through challenging 
experiences in a safe, flexible, 
positive environment. We value our 
partnerships with family, staff, and the 
community.

VISION: The vision of Cushing aligns with that of the Kettle 
Moraine School District which is Learning Without Boundaries.

Enrollment is 247 students. Our 40 dedicated staff 
hold 7 Bachelor’s Degrees and 16 Masters Degrees.
MISSION: The mission of the Magee Community is to 
inspire students to be on T.R.A.C.K in their own learning 
where we Think, Reflect, Achieve, Create and be Kind.

VISION: We create an environment where every student 
is valued and capable of learning through mentorship in 
a learning environment meeting each child where they are 
at developmentally (academically, socially, and emotionally) 
instilling a sense of confidence and pride. 

WHY KM?
Joining the KM Community has never been more rewarding. We offer small class sizes, top-ranked teachers, 
career readiness, and a vast array of academic, athletic, and social activities. Schedule a tour and learn more!

“ I love everything about  
Cushing like making 
things, solving 
problems, and doing 
buddy class activities. ”
— Bella, Cushing Elementary Student

CUSHING

  ELEMENTARY

KM BY THE 
NUMBERS

5 1 5 3,468 433 90+
ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOLS
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

HIGH  
SCHOOLS

STUDENTS 
ENROLLED

FULL TIME  
EDUCATORS

SQUARE 
MILES

“ I like my school because it has a cool 
library and I like reading books.”

— Charlie, Dousman Elementary Student

Enrollment is 338 students. Our incredible 
staff holds 14 Bachelor’s Degrees and  

18 Masters Degrees.
MISSION: At Dousman Elementary, we 
strive for excellence by promoting curiosity, 
individuality, and responsibility. With the 
support of family and the community, we will 

challenge our children to reach their full potential 
and become life-long learners.

VISION: Establish a safe and nurturing 
environment that inspires learning. Set high 
academic expectations so that each child 
reaches his/her potential.

 “It’s really nice here. I love the traditions 
we have. The teachers are funny, nice, and 
friendly. They get to know who I am so they can 
help me understand what they are teaching me. 
I love it here.” 

— Sarah, Magee Elementary Student
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Enrollments is 323 students. Our 50 
supportive staff hold 14 Bachelor’s 
Degrees, and 23 Master’s Degrees.
MISSION: “Every Learner, Every day,  
Whatever it Takes!”

VISION: We will cultivate a culture of 
engagement and empowerment for all  
learners and educators.

CORE BELIEFS: Seek to Understand, 
Assume Best Intentions, Be a Learner.

There are 127 students enrolled in a collaborative 
5K-5 environment with 35 staff members
MISSION: The mission of KM Explore is to engage a 
community of learners through authentic learning 
experiences by empowering them to be self- 
motivated thinkers, creators, and collaborators.

VISION: We customize student learning through 
an integrated learning framework that fosters 
authentic collaboration, engagement and 
reflection.

FOUNDATIONAL LEARNING PILLARS: 
Generative, Interdisciplinary Curriculum 
Multi-age learning Community 
Habits of Mind 
Place Based Learning 
Collaborative Teaching & Learning

Enrollment is 780 students. Our staff is 
comprised of about 52 teachers across 
core areas, working with students with 
disabilities, and elective classes 
We meet the needs of each student through 
interdisciplinary teaching teams, the backbone of 
our school. Students are members of a “house” 
served by a core team of academic teachers and 
a team of “encore” specialists. Each team has the 
responsibility to develop and implement student 
management, student recognition, curriculum 
implementation, and parent and community 
communication. Teams are the “point of service,” 
and this management system has produced a 
model that is responsive to the needs of students, 
parents, teachers, and the community.

“ I like going to Explore.  
It’s very fun and we play  
lots of math games. ” 

— Piper, KM Explore Student“ Teachers truly care about the 
students and how they’re doing in 
and out of school. We’re learning 
vital skills that we can use in 
almost all aspects of our lives.”

— Madison, KMMS Student

“ I love my school because 
you get to meet new friends 
and learn about holidays!” 

—Nolan, Wales Elementary Student



Enrollment is 871 students. Our faculty 
includes 56 full-time and 24 part-time 
educators with 52 master degrees, 26 
bachelor degrees, 2 doctoral degrees, and 
4 National Board for Professional Teaching 
Certifications. 
Kettle Moraine High School (KMHS) is 
one of five high schools on a shared 
campus. KMHS offers an incredible 
array of classes exposing students 
to a multitude of career paths 
in IT, culinary arts, science, 
mathematics, construction, 
architecture, film, graphic 
design, programming, English, 
education and more. Students 
also have opportunities for 
dual enrollment and place-
based learning through strong 
partnerships with Generac, WCTC, 
Farris Automated Systems, and UW 
System Schools. 

“ Kettle Moraine provides a positive 
environment that opens countless 
doors of success.” 

— Alex, KMHS Student

Enrollment is 194 students. Our faculty 
includes 7 full-time and 5 part-time 
professional educators, 9 Master’s Degrees, 
3 Bachelor’s Degrees, and 2 National Board 
for Professional Teaching Certifications.
High School of Health Sciences (HS2) is 
a public charter school serving grades nine 
through 12. HS^2 partners with ProHealth 
Care, Lake Country Fire & Rescue, Aurora Medical 
Center - Summit and the Medical College 
of Wisconsin to provide hands-on 
experience and outreach for 
students, allowing us to directly 
meet the needs of area 
business partners. HS^2 
students learn through 
immersive environments 
where they are introduced 
to diverse career pathways 
and professionals in the 
world of health care.

Enrollment is 103 students. Our faculty 
includes 3 full-time and 13 part-time 
professional educators with 10 Master’s 
Degrees, 6 Bachelo’s Degrees, and 2 
National Board for Professional Teaching 
Certifications.
Kettle Moraine School for Arts and Performance 
is a comprehensive, four-year, college-preparatory 
school designed for students with interests or 
strengths in the arts. Our mission is to advance artistry, 
academic achievement, and responsible leadership. 
Students who join KM Perform commit to a four-year focus in 
either Art, Music, Theater, or Creative Writing. Course credit 
in all areas is done through a customized, competency-based 
framework. All instruction is done through interdisciplinary, 
short-term seminars. 

“ I love that the community is so close 
in HS^2, and how you get to know 
everyone in each grade.” 

— Ava, HS^2 Student

Enrollment is 77 students. Our faculty 
includes 5 full-time and 3 part-time 
professional educators, 4 master degrees 
and 4 bachelor degrees.
The mission of KM School for Global Leadership 
and Innovation is to empower students to develop 
and use their unique potential to contribute to their 
local and global communities. KM Global focuses on 
preparing students to be leaders who MAKE AN IMPACT 
on their community. Through interdisciplinary, inquiry-based learning, field 
experience and internships, and advanced curriculum, students receive 
a well-rounded education preparing them for success in a competitive 
global environment.

Enrollment is 13 full and 97 part time 
students in an 80 mile radius area. 
Faculty includes 8 part-time professional 
educators with 6 Master‘s Degrees, 1 
Bachelor’s Degree, and 1 Doctoral Degree.
KM Connect is a synchronous virtual public 
school that serves grades six through twelve. 
Students meet and interact with teachers 
and peers in multiple real-time classes everyday 
throughout the week. All courses use Communication Arts as a lens for 
academics. Year-round school provides more frequent and longer breaks 
which increases knowledge retention and decreases academic burnout. 
Collegiate daily scheduling allows flexibility for students and families and 
meets the needs of those who prefer virtual learning.
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DPI REPORT 
CARDS
For the second year in a row, 
KMSD had significantly 
exceeded expectations. With 
ten schools in our district, 
five schools exceeded 
expectations, and five 
significantly exceeded 
expectations. The district 
scorecard depends on four 
categories, academic growth, 
academic achievement, 
target group outcomes, and 
on-track for graduation. 

   Kettle Moraine
District Report Card

 Report Card, 2020-21
Public report  

OVERVIEW
 District Details

Grades :  K4-12
Enrollment :  3,630

  14.6%Percent open enrollment : 

Kettle Moraine Middle School in Dousman, WI is one of 10 schools within Kettle Moraine Schoo
Students are members of a house served by a team of academic teachers and team of encore sp
Students are inspired to explore their passions and strive to be Continuous Learners, Communi
Collaborators, Creative and Critical Thinkers, Engaged Citizens, Self-Directed and Resilient.  

The statement above is provided by the district. It is not an evaluation by the Wisconsin DPI.  

Student Groups 
 

PE
RC

EN
T 

O
F 

ST
U

D
EN

TS

American
 Indian or
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Hispanic or
 Latino

Native
 Hawaiian or

 Pacific Islander

White Two or More
 Races

0%

50%

100%

0.2% 1.2% 0.9% 6.3%
0%

88.1%

3.3%

STUDENTS WITH  
DISABILITIES

11.5%

ECONOMICALLY  
DISADVANTAGED

14.5%

ENGL
LEARN

0.9

Score Summary  �
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, please use caution when interpreting scores and ratings. Careful review of the
data on all pages is encouraged. Also, see .https://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/resources

  

Overall Score

84.6

  

 
Significantly Exceeds Expectations

� � � � �

 

 
PRIORITY AREA WEIGHTS

38.7%

11.3%

25.0%25.0%

 ACHIEVEMENT

 GROWTH

 TARGET GROUP OUTCOMES

 ON-TRACK TO GRADUATION

Priority Area Scores
 ACHIEVEMENT

 

80.0

Subject Area Scores

English Language Arts
79.8

61.4

GROWTH

 

80.3

Subject Area Scores

English Language Arts
77.4

66.0

  

                

 
   

WI School 
Report Cards

SIGNIFICANTLY
EXCEEDS

EXPECTATIONS

84.0

Courses for grades 5K-8 will be broken into two sessions 
each three weeks long. Families will still be able to sign 
up for all six weeks or choose to only do one session. 
Summer Academy offers a wide variety of academic, 
enrichment, art, and athletic courses for students. 

SUMMER ACADEMY HOURS:  
8 A.M. TO 12:35 P.M.

LOCATION:  
WALES ELEMENTARY &  
KM HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS

SUMMER 
ACADEMY
JUNE 19–JULY 28, 2023 
(NO CLASSES 7/3-4)

REGISTRATION OPENS VIA  
INFINITE CAMPUS 3.20.2023

Celebrate Life 
With Us At 

Three Pillars!
Three Pillars off ers options to live the lifestyle you choose - 

and an unmatched continuum of care - on 300 beautiful Lake 
Country acres. And, we’re expanding to off er you the future of 

active adult living! 

Coming in 2025, we’ll unveil spectacular, new independent 
living residences - lofts, garden homes, courtyard homes, and 
3-story villas. Plus, you’ll never have to leave with Spa, Pub, 

Restaurants, Performing Arts and more all on site. 

Visit us today to learn more!

Best Continuing Care Retirement 
Communities in America for 2022-23

NAMED ONE OF JUST SEVEN!

410 N Main St., Dousman, WI 53118  |  ThreePillars.org  |  800.848.5306

The Department of Public Instruction has a calculator that weighs the four factors; for 
KM, academic achievement is weighted at 39.7%, Academic growth at 10.3%, and the 
other two areas are split evenly at 25%. 

We are pleased to announce that all KM schools either 
exceeded or significantly exceeded expectations!
It is important to note that school report cards are dependent on state assessments. 
There are other assessments and measures of success that are important for 
students, families and schools. This could include post secondary options, culture and 
climate surveys and financial efficiency. 

We are pleased with the report and will continue to improve our instructional methods.

THANK YOU TO THREE PILLARS - OFFICIAL COMMUNICATOR SPONSOR!
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In order to be good stewards of taxpayer funds, a cost-effective bulk mailing service was used 
for this publication. However, there are limitations and the service cannot precisely match the 
Kettle Moraine School District boundaries without adding significant cost. If you do not live within
the district and received this publication due to this limitation, we ask for your understanding.

The School District of Kettle Moraine does not discriminate on the basis of religion, sex, race, color, national origin, age, ancestry, 
creed, political affiliation, membership in the National Guard, state defense force or any reserve component of the United States 
Military or state military forces, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental, emotional, or learning 
disability or handicap or other basis prohibited under state or federal law. Contact KMSD: 262-968-6300 or www.kmsd.edu.

THANK YOU TO BUBON ORTHODONTICS - OFFICIAL COMMUNICATOR SPONSOR!

FOLLOW KM!
@KMDISTRICT @KMDISTRICT KMSCHOOLS


