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The “Wake Up Call” bedroom identifies spots where teens may hide 
drugs, household items that can be used as drug paraphernalia, and 
ways teens try to cover up drug and alcohol use.

FREE GUIDED TOURS: April 14 - 23 at 138 North Ave., Hartland

MORE INFO: www.kmsd.edu/parentresources

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   
JOIN THE PARENT RESOURCE NETWORK!
Are you interested in networking with other parents  

and helping to organize great programs to benefit the 

Kettle Moraine community? Email rmanion@wi.rr.com 

for more details.

It’s not too late to get involved with KMSD Summer Academy! 
It is a great opportunity to continue the learning after the 
traditional school year ends. Summer Academy is currently 
enrolling students for the 2016 session. Summer Academy 
will run June 20 - July 29, 2016. All classes will be held at KM 
High School. To view the course guide, visit www.kmsd.edu/
summeracademy, select your courses and sign up today!

Come see KM students (Grades 
1-5) showcasing their knowledge 
and talents from 6–7:30 pm at 
Dousman Elementary. 

June 20 - July 29, 2016

REGISTRATION IS OPENS GPRIN

SPRING KM PARENT SURVEY 
Watch your email for our annual online 

parent survey this spring. Your feedback is 
important for our continuous improvement! 

Arsenic  
& Old Lace 

KMHS SPRING PLAY

15–17
APRIL

ATTENTION 
PARENTS

n  Graduation Ceremony June 12

n   Annual Meeting &  
Budget Hearing June 21

DISTRICT PROJECT FAIR
MAY

Know what to look for to prevent drug and alcohol abuse. 
Visit a unique, life-size exhibit of a teen’s bedroom with 
more than 20 “red flags” that can signal a problem.

A Recognition from  
the U.S. Department  
of Education

WE ARE  
FUTURE 
READY!

Last year the Kettle Moraine School District was recognized by the 
U.S. Department of Education as one of eight exemplary “Future 
Ready” school districts in the country.

To be Future Ready, a school district must have robust, rigorous 
resources; engaged students with equitable access to technology for 
learning; active parents for deeper engagement; dedicated educa-
tors and a “Yes” culture of leadership. KM is extremely proud to 
have received this recognition.

As a Future Ready school district, KM was featured in a set of vid-
eos produced by the U.S. Department of Education. The videos are 
being used to share innovative programs and practices with other 
school districts across the country. Highlighted on pages 4 and 5 of 
this Communicator, the videos focus on personalized student and 
educator learning, rich technology infrastructure and a collabora-
tive leadership structure. Read more inside and view the videos at 
www.kmsd.edu/futureready. 



I am honored by the recognition, humbled by the con-
fidence of my peers in my leadership, and proud of the 
work we have done as a school district to earn this rec-
ognition. It provides me the platform to speak about our 
incredibly talented Kettle Moraine educators who serve 
our students and families and the important leading-edge 
work that is occurring in our classrooms. 

Perhaps of greater significance is our recent understand-
ing that three of our Kettle Moraine educators and one of 
our students have received prestigious honors from the 
Kohl Foundation! Shane Gutbrod, Kay Staley, Jennouise 
Gliniecki and Jacob Cavaiani are positive role models for 
fellow educators and students. I am extremely grateful to 
Senator Kohl for establishing his foundation with a vision 
of recognizing and rewarding excellence in education. 

This past October our district convened a day-long Stra-
tegic Visioning Community Forum in order to share work 
we have done and forecast the work we see ahead. Tak-
ing the themes that emerged from that day, community 
members weighed in through our website with additional 
feedback to inform our future direction. That feedback 
was synthesized and incorporated into a final report, an 
example of how we continually go back to our community 
to ensure we understand your interests and expectations. 
We will share the report with the community this spring 
and it will inform our strategic planning and long range 
goals moving forward.

Why is it important that we celebrate the work that we are 
doing? Why aren’t we satisfied with the status quo? Our 
world and our society are rapidly changing and we want 
to provide safe, nurturing environments where students 
are respected and learn to respect others. Where rigor-
ous standards inform the continuum of learning. Where 
students understand their responsibility to learn and how 

to demonstrate that learning. Where teachers are respected 
and valued for the important work they do and the impact 
they have on preparing students to be successful after they 
leave Kettle Moraine. 

We are recognized as a leader in our state and across our 
nation because of the work we have done to understand 
the importance of educating the individual. When the 
school board gave the charge to transform, we didn’t 
fully understand what that transformation would look 
like. We now know much more, and understand that per-
sonalized learning doesn’t look the same for all students, 
in all content areas or with all teachers. With the support 
of technology tools and resources, we are better able to 
personalize learning for all students, in all classrooms, 
and we are committed to getting better at this as we 
go forward. Whether our recognition is from the U.S. 
Department of Education as a Future Ready district, from 
the Kohl Foundation, or from any other organization that 
honors our students and educators, it is our responsibility 
and opportunity to help others achieve these expectations 
for all children. Learning without Boundaries includes 
sharing best practices outside an individual classroom 
or school district. 
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SUPERINTENDENT 
Patricia F. Deklotz, Ph.D.

A MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ

FPO

Sometimes life surprises you in a very good way. We have all experienced those 

surprises and that was true for me this past winter when I learned I had been selected as the Wisconsin 

Superintendent of the Year for 2016.

INVITATION TO MEET WITH  
SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ
Mondays, 3-5 PM
Call for an appointment:  
262-968-6300 ext. 5305

Together we are making a difference! 
  Thank you for your continuing support.

     Pat Deklotz, Ph.D.
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Family and colleagues join Deklotz at the WI State Education Convention, 
where she was honored as Superintendent of the Year.

Deklotz receives the WI Superintendent of the Year Award at the 
American Association of School District Administrators Conference.

 KM EDUCATORS AND STUDENT HONORED BY 

KOHL FOUNDATION
The 2016 Herb Kohl Educational Foundation awards are being pre-
sented to 100 Wisconsin teachers and 184 graduating high school 
students. Fellowship recipients are educators who have been chosen 
for their superior ability to inspire a love of learning in their students, 
their ability to motivate others, and their leadership and service with-

in and outside the classroom. Excellence Scholarship recipients have 
demonstrated excellence in the academic arena and high motivation 
to achieve, have displayed a broad range of activity and leadership 
outside the academic setting, and have shown strong promise for 
succeeding in college and beyond. 

Jennouise Gliniecki 
Jenny Gliniecki is a third grade teacher at Wales Elementary. According to Principal 
Chris Otto, she models the growth mindset for students and creates a classroom culture 
that is “cognitively vibrant, characterized by a shared belief in the importance of learn-
ing.” Gliniecki has transformed math instruction and assessment to meet the individual 
needs of students. A well-respected teacher leader, she has helped her colleagues de-
velop learner inventories and profiles to support personalized learning. She also coaches 
her peers on positive behavioral interventions and supports.

Shane Gutbrod
Shane Gutbrod is a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) instructor at KM 
Middle School. He enthusiastically teaches students to use the STEM design process to 
solve problems while demonstrating persistence, creativity and flexible thinking. Beyond 
the classroom he also runs the Chess Club, STEM Club and Robotics Club. Principal 
Michael Comiskey said that students gravitate toward Gutbrod because of his willingness 
to facilitate each student’s passion for solving a problem unique to them - whether it be 
through robotics, 3D printing or computer programming. 

Kay Staley
Kay Staley is a reading specialist at KM Middle School. Her district-wide role is one of 
great importance – to equip all teachers with strategies and tools to extend literacy into 
every Kettle Moraine classroom. As a result of Staley’s work with her colleagues and 
learners to create an “all hands on deck” literacy culture, students have made notable 
gains with reading. Assistant Superintendent Theresa Ewald said that Staley has the 
perfect blend of literacy expertise and leadership skills that helps teachers grow and 
students succeed.

Jacob Cavaiani
A senior at KMHS, Jacob Cavaiani has many leadership roles. He is president of the 
Student Senate, organizer of the Political Discussion Club and a member of the National 
Honor Society. An aspiring journalist, Cavaiani is gaining experience with media as an 
intern for the KMSD Communications Department, co-host of the Crazy Sundays radio 
show on Carroll University’s WCCX 104.5 and provider of technology support to Brandy-
brook Christian Church. Pictured at left with State Senator Chris Kapenga, he also recently 
attended the week-long Wisconsin Senate Scholar Program. Principal Jeff Walters said 
Cavaiani is a model student who leads others by demonstrating respect, responsibility 
and citizenship. He plans to attend the University of Missouri in the fall.

THREE KM EDUCATORS, ONE STUDENT RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS
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WHAT 
DOES IT 
MEAN 
TO BE 
FUTURE 
READY?

Robust, Rigorous Resources

Engaged Students with Equitable Access

Active Parents for Deeper Engagement

Dedicated Educators

“Yes Culture” of Leadership

R

E
A

D

Y

Micro-credentialing for 
Professional Learning
KM is at the forefront in the 
country in developing a system 
that allows educators to earn 
micro-credentials. Learn what 
micro-credentials are, and how 
they translate into powerful 
learning for staff, application in 
the classroom, impact on learners 
and compensation adjustments.

Recharge Ed -  
A Collaborative 
Unconference Approach 
As students experience 
personalized learning and 
collaboration in the Kettle Moraine 
School District, so do teachers. 
Learn about a unique model KM 
teachers have adopted that results 
in sharing best practices among 
their peers.

Distributed Leadership 
in Action 
The success of the Kettle 
Moraine School District is 
the result of every single staff 
member’s contributions. 
Everyone takes part in 
continuous improvement efforts 
for the benefit of students. 
Learn more about KM’s 
distributed leadership model. 

Technology Parent 
Partnership
The KM Technology Parent 
Partnership started in 2014 
at KM Middle School with 
students receiving a personal 
computer. Learn how parents 
help ensure that the student 
technology device ownership 
is successful. The program is 
expanding into the high school 
next year.

Referendum to Raise 
Funds for Technology 
Infrastructure
Kettle Moraine’s technology 
infrastructure has been 
dramatically improved thanks 
to our community’s passage of 
the 2014 Facilities & Technology 
Referendum. Take a look back 
at our journey and acknowledge 
how far we’ve come to enhance 
technology for student learning. 

Learning without 
Boundaries: Governance 
Kettle Moraine’s vision is Learning 
without Boundaries, where 
personalized learning for students 
and staff is essential. Learn how 
students have voice and choice 
in their learning, and how the 
governance structure at KM 
supports this model. 

Personalized Learning  
as a Partnership
KM has several community 
partners who help us 
personalize learning experiences 
for our students. Learn how our 
partners offer opportunities that 
give our students exposure to 
the community and potential 
career paths.

Learning without 
Boundaries:  
Create House
The Create House at KM Middle 
School was created to offer a 
personalized learning environment 
where students drive the learning.  
Learn more about this innovative  
learning environment for students. 

WATCH KMSD IN ACTION! All videos can be viewed at www.kmsd.edu/futureready

WATCH THESE  
   VIDEOS TO  
       FIND OUT!



KM TO HONOR TWO ALUMNI FOR 
TRAILBLAZER HALL OF FAME
Two new KM alumni will be inducted into 
the Laser Trailblazer Hall of Fame in May. 
Elizabeth Butzer Habermann, Class of 
1998 and Kristin Jensen Pettersen, Class of 
2004 were selected as the newest inductees 
through a formal selection process.

Habermann is being honored for educa-
tion/research/writing. She is currently the 
Robert D. and Patricia E. Kern Scientific 
Director for Surgical Outcomes at the Mayo 
Clinic Center for the Science of Health Care 
Delivery, and an associate professor at the 
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine. Haber-
mann has co-authored over 95 publications 
in medical journals and is an international 
speaker on medical research.

Pettersen is being honored as a humanitar-
ian. She is currently a research analyst with 
the U.S. Government’s Office of the Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan Recon-
struction and is completing her Master’s 
Degree in Security Studies at Georgetown 
University’s School of Foreign Service.

The public is welcome to attend the induc-
tion ceremony on Monday, May 23, starting 
at 8:45 a.m. with a reception and photo 
opportunity in the KMHS Laser Trailblazer 
Hall of Fame lobby near the West Gym. For 
more information, visit www.kmsd.edu/
trailblazerhalloffame

EXCELLENCE
ACADEMICS
Seniors Natalie Giombi, Hannah Healy and 
Jacob Cavaiani are U.S. Presidential Scholar 
Candidates.

Senior Kathryn Ebert received the 
Wisconsin Student Readiness Award for the 
ACT College & Career Readiness Campaign. 

A team of KM Global students were named 
Best in State in the Verizon Innovative App 
Challenge for their mobile app concept, 
“Girl Up.” 

Business & marketing students competed 
at the 2016 State Career Development 
Conference, with 17 advancing to the 
International conference.

The KMHS Mock Trial Team competed in 
the state competition.

Eighth graders Peter Wawrzyn and Tommy 
Hoeft finished in the Top 10 in the 2015 
Wisconsin Stock Market Simulation.

KM Global Student Katie Hein was a 
National History Day State Finalist.

ARTS
Several KMHS students are 2016 Scholastic 
Art & Writing Award Winners.

KM Perform students Alex Meeth and 
Kimberly Laberge performed at the 
Regional Poetry Out Loud Competition.

Violinist Mara Bajic performed in the 
semi-final round of the Bolz Young Artist 
Competition.

Several KM students participated in Solo & 
Ensemble, demonstrating their vocal and 
instrumental talents.

Community members were wowed by 
performances of Once Upon a Mattress 
(high school) and Alice in Wonderland 
Jr. (middle school), as well as numerous 
band, orchestra and choir concerts. 

ATHLETICS
The Boys Volleyball Team was Conference 
Champion and the Girls Basketball Team 
was Co-Conference Champion.

Numerous boys and girls earned conference 
recognition - 1st, 2nd or honorable mention 
all-conference; and a number of athletes 
earned state recognition - 1st, 2nd or 
honorable all-state.

Several KM Teams and Individual Athletes 
participated in State Competitions during 
the fall and winter seasons: Boys Volleyball, 
Boys & Girls Cross Country, Alpine Skiing, 
Swimming, Gymnastics, Wrestling and 
Cheerleading. 

Boys Volleyball, Boys Cross Country and 
Girls Swimming and Diving Teams won 
sportsmanship awards.

Three athletes signed National Letters of 
Intent to compete at the college level.

The KM Boys and Girls swept the State Curling 

Championship, taking first place in their respec-

tive divisions at the Wausau Curling Club held 

Feb. 19-21. The last time the boys won State 

was 1977, and for the girls it was 1982. This is 

the first time in history that the Boys and Girls 

from Kettle Moraine both took first place at the 

State Tournament.

STATE CHAMPIONS IN CURLING! 

Habermann Pettersen

KM 
WELCOMES 
NEW CHIEF 
FINANCE 
OFFICER

KMSD is pleased to introduce the district’s 
new Chief Finance Officer, Jeff Gross. Gross 
replaces Susan Graham Balzer who retired 
from KM after 17 years of service. He will 
be responsible for the district’s financial 
records and business affairs – overseeing 
the business office and payroll department, 
technology services, facilities, safety and 
school nutrition services. 

Gross was formerly the Director of Finance & 
Operations for the Menomonee Falls School 
District. Prior to that he was a Business 
Manager in the Marshall School District and a 
science teacher at Arrowhead High School. A 
resident of Delafield, Jeff and his wife Sherri 
have two daughters who attend KM schools. 
He is very excited to be working for and 
making a difference in his home community. 
Welcome, Jeff!
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Story by Jacob Cavaiani, KMHS Senior & KMSD Communications Intern
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For many years, KM Middle School 
has designated a section of tables in 
the building for after school study-
ing and homework completion. But 
more recently the focus has changed, 
thanks to the support of KM High 
School students.

Last school year, KMMS Principal 
Mike Comiskey reached out to 
Lisa Allen, KMHS National Honor 
Society (NHS) Advisor, asking if 
her students would be interested 
in tutoring middle school students at the study tables. Allen was supportive of the idea. 
High school tutors can now be found Monday through Wednesday at the middle school, 
providing support to middle schoolers on their individual assignments and study needs. 

After seeing the success of the middle school tutoring center, the high school Student Senate 
wanted to replicate the concept at their school. Members met to design what would be called 
The Edge, the high school’s student-run tutoring center. Through a collaborative effort between 
Student Senate and NHS, the Edge began to take shape. It launched at the beginning of this 
school year and is open to all students during the Tuesday Advisory period and after school 
on Thursday. English, science and math tutors are available at every session.

With the tutoring centers at the middle and high school off the ground, another perfect 
opportunity arose with elementary schools. For Taylor Diebold, NHS treasurer, expanding the 
tutoring centers to the elementary level seemed like a logical choice. 

“We had a program that was working well, and we thought, ‘why don’t we expand it?’”

Each week, NHS sends two tutors to Wales, Dousman, and Cushing Elementary schools on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, respectively. At Wales, tutors work with students in a 
variety of classrooms, focusing on math problem-solving and spelling patterns. At Dousman, 
tutors work on reading or math with two to three students at a time. At Cushing, tutors help 
a first grade classroom with reading, a second grade classroom with writing and with other 
tasks like shelving in the bookroom. 

NHS members are required to tutor once per year at each level - high school, middle, and 
elementary. Feedback from principals, students, and teachers has been positive. Rebecca Toetz, 
Principal at Cushing Elementary, knows her students enjoy the tutors’ help, and shared that 
teachers are thankful for their support and level of commitment. 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
TUTORING CENTERS SUPPORT 
STUDENT SUCCESS 
Idea grows from middle school to benefit all KM schools

KM DIRECTORS 
ARE SAFETY 
COORDINATORS  
OF THE YEAR
Dale Zabel, KMSD Director of Facility 
Services and Safety, and Laura Lloyd, Kettle 
Moraine Middle School Assistant Principal 
and Co-Director of Safety, have been named 
2016 School Safety Coordinators of the 
Year through the Wisconsin School Safety 
Coordinators Association (WSSCA).

Zabel and Lloyd are credited with 
establishing the district-wide safety 
committee, helping to lead KMSD through 
safety improvements and conducting safety 
training with all KMSD staff members. The 
award is co-sponsored by the Community 
Insurance Corporation, which presented a 
$1,000 to the district’s safety program. 

DISTRICT   

– NHS Treasurer Taylor Diebold

We had a program that was working well, and  
        we thought, ‘why don’t we expand it?’


