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On September 3, 1965, approximately 280 students from Delafield, Dousman, Genesee, Ottawa and Wales; 
as well as sections of Eagle, North Prairie, Summit and Sullivan - came together for the first time and 
entered the doors of Kettle Moraine High School. The rest, as they say, is history.

CONTINUED ON PAGE  4

KMHS — HOW IT ALL BEGAN
Beginning in the mid-1800’s, single grade schools in our area com-
prised the “West Central District of Waukesha County.” Most who 
chose to continue their schooling after 8th grade went to high school 
in Waukesha or Oconomowoc.

In the early 1960s, the surrounding high school districts indicated 
that their schools were overcrowded and “the welcome mat was no 

longer out” for students from West Central elementary schools. At 
about the same time, state legislation passed that required every 
school to be in a high school district. In 1962, the Waukesha County 
School Committee ordered the creation of the West Central High 
School District, although the proposal had been twice defeated in 
referenda. A five-man high school board was elected and meetings 
began on where the new high school should reside. 
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DISTRICT   

SUPERINTENDENT 
Patricia F. Deklotz, Ph.D.

A MESSAGE FROM  
SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ

INVITATION TO MEET WITH SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ
Mondays, 3-5 PM
Call for an appointment: 262-968-6300 ext. 5305

Thank you for your continuing support.   
     Pat Deklotz, Ph.D.

This edition of the Communicator builds on the last edition, provid-
ing greater insight into the beginning years of Kettle Moraine High 
School and recalling memories held by one of our first teachers 
and one of our first students. Similar to 50 years ago, we opened 
our doors this year with not all of our referendum construction 
complete. While the high school boasts a new controlled access 
entry system, a renovated and expanded visual art and design suite, 
and a new home for KM Global, the majority of KMHS renovations 
will be completed during the school year and into summer 2016.

The renovations to restrooms will occur throughout this school year, as we close a pair off at 
a time to make needed improvements. Little known fact, our high school boasts 33 restroom 
facilities and while the referendum did not provide for remodeling of all these spaces, much 
needed improvements will be made to many of them. Perhaps the most visible impact to the 
high school will be evident next fall in the cafeteria/commons space. This construction will occur 
over the summer, when we will also complete renovations to the middle school house areas. 

Inside this Communicator you will see pictures 
of renovated spaces and ribbon-cutting ceremo-
nies. While this gives you a snapshot of what has 
occurred, we invite our community to visit our 
buildings, either through a school or Community 
Education event, or by stopping in and asking for a 
tour. We are very proud of the improvements your 
support has made possible.  

I want to highlight the Strategic Visioning Com-
munity Forum we hosted on Saturday, October 24. 
A sincere “Thank You” goes out to those 100+ 

individuals from our community who were able to spend a day with us, providing direction as 
we move forward.  Facilitated by Dr. Peter Jonas and Dr. Nancy Blair, a former Kettle Moraine 
administrator, the table groups were energized by information shared through a history circle. 
Table discussions were robust, where ideas and suggestions were captured for analysis. 

The results of our Community Forum will be synthesized and used to inform a community 
survey we will share with you in Spring 2016 so that those who could not participate in the 
forum can have a voice in shaping our future. Results from the survey will be used to inform our 
district strategic planning. We will also reconvene our forum participants in Fall 2016 to learn of 
the community values and interests that will move our district forward.  

With this Communicator, I encourage you to take a step back in time to consider those early 
days of our history. If you are interested in working on our 50th District Anniversary Celebration 
Committee, please contact Melinda Mueller at muellerm@kmsd.edu or 262-968-6300 ext. 5327. 
I continue to deeply appreciate the great community support we have for our schools.

KMSD  
CELEBRATES 
DEDICATION 

Learn more about these 
individuals and their 
respective awards at  
www.kmsd.edu/staffawards

Educational  
Support Award 
Betsy Zikeli,  
Administrative Assistant
Magee Elementary

Community  
Involvement 
Germaine Hillmer,  
Kettle Moraine  
Scholarship Foundation

Leadership Award  
Angela Cmelak,  
SWD Educator at KMHS

Teacher of the Year  
Teresa Catania,  
Band Educator at KMHS & 
KM Perform

Leadership Award  
Jane Wepfer,  
Occupational Therapist 
Magee/Wales Elementary

Kettle Moraine School District 
celebrates the dedication of our staff 
and their commitment to excellence in 
education and service to our students 
and community. 

With great appreciation, we thank you!

Teacher of the Year  
Kelly Beck,  
Science Educator  
at KMHS

KM Strategic Visioning Forum October 24

FPO



 KM’S NEW SPACES!
Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies were held in August and September at Kettle 
Moraine schools to celebrate construction completion at all elementary 
schools and continued progress at the middle and high school. Elemen-
tary school buildings now have controlled access entries for enhanced 
safety, new learning spaces, upgrades to technology infrastructure and 
capital maintenance projects completed. At the middle school, the new 
entrance, office space, lobby and cafeteria/commons are complete, and 
additional renovations will occur to learning spaces in the next year. 
At the high school, the new visual art and design suite is complete. 
Additional projects, including bathroom renovations and a new cafeteria/
commons, are already underway. 

Renovations at all schools were made possible by the community’s 
support of the April 2014 referendum focused on capital maintenance, 
technology infrastructure, safety and security, and student learning spac-
es. Thank you to the entire community for making these spaces possible.

 1.  Exterior of Dousman 
Elementary

 2.  Library Media Center  
at Cushing

 3.  Lobby entrances - pictured  
is Wales

 4.  4K spaces - pictured is 
Dousman

 5.  Visual Art & Design Suite  
at KMHS

 6. Cafeteria at Magee

 7.  Front offices at elementary 
schools - pictured is Cushing

 8. Magee classroom space

 9.  Exterior of Wales Elementary

 10. Cafeteria/commons at KMMS

 11.  Exterior entrance at KMMS
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10 We are interested to know what you think of our new spaces, 
and what you’d like to see in the future for KM facilities. Please 
visit www.kmsd.edu for a link to a community survey, which 
will close December 30.
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SCHOOLS   

THE CONTROVERSY OVER THE LOCATION -  
DOUSMAN vs. WALES
Originally, Kettle Moraine High School was going to be located on a 
75-acre site, a parcel of the Albert Wonoski farm, on the southeast limits 
of Dousman. Electors even authorized the school board to purchase the 
land for $75,000 in July of 1963.

One month later, the school board received a petition signed by 34 
residents asking them to reconsider the site to a more centralized loca-
tion. They argued that more than 70 percent of the West Central district 
students live in the eastern half of the district, while the Wonoski site in 
Dousman was in the western half. An additional petition was submitted 
in September which suggested that a 55-acre site in Wales, the Schuster 
farm (once the Bron Derw farm of early settler Thomas Jones) near 
Wales, be purchased for $600 an acre. In October 1963, after one meeting 
that had to be called off because it drew too large of a crowd and posed a 
fire hazard, 1,500 residents gathered in the St. John’s Military Academy 
gym and voted 693-468 for the Wales site. It was determined that the site 
in Dousman would be kept by the district for a second high school if it 
was ever needed. Not long after that construction began. In September 
1965 the building was far enough along to be able to welcome staff and 
students for the first time.

THE FIRST STAFF MEMBERS
One of the first staff members, sci-
ence and agriculture teacher Charlie 
Kutz, still lives within a few blocks 
of the high school today. 

Kutz grew up on a farm and attended 
school in Waukesha. While studying 
vocational agriculture at UW-River 
Falls, he came home for the holidays 
in December 1964 and learned that 
a new high school was being built 
in Wales. He reached out to the West 
Central High School District Super-
intendent, Dale Davis, who after 
interviewing him offered Kutz a job 
as one of the school’s first teachers. 
Kutz joined other new hires includ-
ing the principal, athletic director, 
secretary, bookkeeper, 19 other 
teachers, two custodians and two 
cooks. “There was a good mix of 
experienced teachers and brand new 
teachers,” he said. 

Kutz recalled an exciting adventure that the staff experienced just weeks 
before the doors opened to students. “We departed from Crites Field 
in Waukesha and went up in a plane so we could see the high school 
boundaries. It was a beautiful day.” The unforgettable event was orga-
nized by Ruth Scheel, the school’s first librarian.  

For almost the entire first year Kutz met with his students in the audito-
rium because the building was not yet complete. At that time there were 
seven students in the agriculture program at the school. He proudly grew 

that number to 250 by 1977, when he left teaching to work with farmers 
at Golden Guernsey Dairy in Waukesha. 

One of the programs Kutz’s students participated in was Trees for  
Tomorrow, which involved planting small trees around the community. 
“I still drive around the community and see those trees today,” he said. 

Kutz still enjoys being close to the high school, where he taught for so 
many years, and where his own three daughters were educated. He 
said there’s one thing that hasn’t changed in 50 years - and that is the 
caring that the Kettle Moraine community has for each other. 

THE FIRST STUDENTS
Kettle Moraine High School’s students 
came from all different locations 
and backgrounds. Jon Safford, who 
attended grade school at Cushing and 
her freshman year at a private high 
school, remembers the first days of 
the school opening. 

“Construction on KMHS was not really completed when it opened in 
1965,” she said. “It was built in the middle of a farm field. A former 
classmate of mine recently reminded me about a day when a cow was 
looking in one of our classroom windows. My most vivid memory is that 
there were not stalls in the bathrooms! Needless to say, the restrooms 
were not used much until that was fixed.”

Safford, who later in life married KMHS classmate Bob Ingle, recalls the 
advantange of her class being “Seniors” for three years. “It allowed us to 
be very active in school. Because we were so small, we knew just about 
everyone. I enjoyed the dances that we had after almost every home 
football and basketball game.”

Inspired by her own teachers at KMHS, Safford Ingle went on to become 
an English teacher herself at the school. She was able to see many of the 
changes that have occurred over the years. “The school is almost three 
to four times bigger than it was in 1965. It has had four major additions. 
While it started with a little over 200 students, it now has almost 1,100! 
There are so many more class offerings, but no agriculture classes and 
fewer industrial arts classes. The faculty now (94 educators) is almost as 
big as my class was when I started as a sophomore!”

1965 STUDENT OFFERINGS1965 STUDENT OFFERINGS

ABOUT THE 1965 BUILDINGABOUT THE 1965 BUILDING

 The community 
really came 
together with 
the high school.  
We were no 
longer separate 
communities, we 
became one.

Teacher Charlie Kutz

Student Jon Safford Ingle

Several of the high school’s first students gathered for the 2015 Homecoming parade.
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1965 

THE LASER MASCOT
The Class of 1968 came up with the name “Lasers.” Two-thirds of the 
student body chose it over “Mustangs” or “Cougars.”

A committee headed by 
John Wyssling, student 
senate president, designed 
the school crest which 
featured a laser beam link-
ing the earth and moon. It 
symbolizes a spirit of the 
unconquerable, an age of 
progress, and the future of 
teenagers. Wyssling wrote in the school paper in 1966 that while Bell 
Laboratory scientists were developing the laser as a communications 
tool, KMHS students would be “developing our own unique school.” He 
explained that “the laser is a concentrated beam of coherent light which 
can overcome anything in its pathway.” He also said that it showed that 
“our school is striving to attain infinite goals.”

WHAT’S IN THE KM NAME?
To allow students to choose the name of their future school, an essay 
contest was held for 7th and 8th grade students in the West Central 
elementary schools. The name was chosen by a committee after it was 
suggested in an essay by 12-year-old Van Curt Mehlos, a 7th grader at 
Cushing. Mehlos and 13 other district students suggested the same name 
for the school, however the committee members selected Van’s essay 
on the basis of his reasons for using the Kettle Moraine name. He wrote 
that Kettle Moraine best described the “picturesque, rolling Waukesha 
countryside which makes up the high school district.” He also said the 
name would identify the school as being in a glacial area and close to 
the “beautiful, winding Kettle Moraine drive in southeastern Wisconsin.” 
The name would also sound good on radio and television broadcasts 
because the words were rich in vowels.  

1965 STUDENT OFFERINGS1965 STUDENT OFFERINGS
COURSE  

OFFERINGS
English

Foreign Languages

Mathematics

Sciences

Social Studies  
and History

Business and  
Commercial

Arts and Crafts

Vocal and  
Instrumental Music

Home Economics

Industrial Arts

Agriculture

Physical Education

CLUBS/ 
ACTIVITIES
Student Senate

Latin Club

Chess Club

Agricultural Club

German Club

Art Club

Library Club

Band

Chorus

Home Ec Club

KM Kondors  
(Model Airplane Club)

Slot Car Club 

Ensemble

Spanish Club

Yearbook Staff 

Newspaper

Debate

Drama

Forensics

Inklings

SPORTS
Football

Boys Basketball

Boys Golf

Boys Baseball

Boys Track

Girls Volleyball

Girls Intramurals

Cheerleading 

Pep Club

ABOUT THE 1965 BUILDINGABOUT THE 1965 BUILDING
“ORIGINAL” KM High school specs...

Life at KMHSLife at KMHS

53.4 
ACRES

$1.9 M 
BOND ISSUE

$14.95 
COST PER SQ. FT

133,000 
SQUARE FEET

1,200 STUDENT  
CAPACITY36 TEACHER 

STATIONS
Thank you to Germaine Hillmer, who over the years has compiled 
information that allows us to share this history with our community.
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Top right - Mrs. Weske holds a Kettle 
Moraine Lasers sign at the top of Mount 
Kilimanjaro (19,231 feet).  Top middle - 
Mrs. Weske holds the hands of students 
at the Mwereni Integrated School for 
the Blind, located at the base of Mount 
Kilimanjaro. Left column - Students in 
Africa.

Story by Jacob Cavaiani, KMHS Senior & KMSD Communications Intern

At the beginning of each school year, it is custom-
ary for teachers to introduce themselves and share 
a memory from summer. But one Kettle Moraine 
Middle School (KMMS) teacher, Kelly Weske, has 
told a unique story to her classes for each of the 
past four years. 

Twenty years ago, Mrs. Weske and her best friend 
Kristen Sandquist taught middle school together 
in Sheboygan. Today, Mrs. Weske teaches in Kettle 
Moraine, and Sandquist is the co-founder and 
owner of K2 Adventure Travel, a philanthropic 
travel company.

Sandquist and Mrs. Weske have maintained their 
friendship over the years. After Sandquist returned 
from a trip to Africa, she shared her experiences 
with Mrs. Weske, who proceeded to travel to Africa 
and fall in love with the people. She is now the 
company’s community service coordinator and 
mountain guide, and has spent much time over the 
past four summers serving students in Tanzania. 

The first two days of Mrs. Weske’s annual summer 
experience are spent coordinating volunteers at the 
Mwereni Integrated School for the Blind, a school 

at the base of Mount Kilimanjaro, which has an 
enrollment of approximately 600 students, ages 
five to 14 years old. Most of the 70 students who 
live on their property are orphans, and suffer from 
blindness, albinism, or xeroderma pigmentosum, a 
deadly genetic skin disease.

Over the remaining days, Mrs. Weske and the team 
turn their focus to climbing Mount Kilimanjaro. 
Located one-half degree south of the equator, the 
mountain stands at 19,341 feet and is one of the 
world’s seven summits. An extinct volcano with 
five different ecosystems, it is the tallest freestand-
ing mountain in the world. 

Students make worldwide connections
Last year, KMMS sixth grade student Gabrielle Koe-
nig heard Mrs. Weske’s story and wanted to make 
a difference. 

Koenig and her friend, Haley Gross, are both stu-
dents in the Create house, a project-based and 
personalized learning environment. In Create, 
students choose seminars based on interests. Both 
students were enrolled in a Choose Kind seminar, 
in which all students select a project to send kind-

KM TEACHER CREATES IMPACT 
WITH LESSONS FROM AFRICA 
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ness into the community. Together they created the Africa Kindness 
Project and wrote 50 letters to the students at Mwereni Integrated 
School for the Blind written in Swahili. 

The girls asked Mrs. Weske if she knew of a way to send the letters 
to Africa; Mrs. Weske had the perfect answer: hand-delivery. 

“We were so excited, so happy that kids from Africa were going 
to have that special feeling of letters from America,” said Gross.

The students at the school in Africa wrote letters back to Gabrielle 
and Haley in English, which the girls received at the beginning of 
this school year. 

“We didn’t even know that they were going to send letters back to 
us, so it was a huge surprise,” Koenig said.

While the KM District’s vision for students is “learning without 
boundaries,” it certainly can apply to teachers too. Back in her 
Spanish classroom, Mrs. Weske applies the lessons she has learned 
in Africa. 

“Everywhere in the world kids want a hand to hold or they want a 
hug, or they want to know that they are somebody who is loved. 
Those types of needs, those most basic needs, are worldwide,” 
she said.

If you are interested in this experience or a similar experi-
ence, visit https://www.k2adventuretravel.com/or contact 
Mrs. Kelly Weske (weskek@kmsd.edu). 

KM MUSIC TEACHER IS WISN CHANNEL 12 
“TOP TEACHER”
KMHS/KM Perform music educator Mr. Todd Jaeger was selected by 
WISN as October’s “Top Teacher” after being nominated by student 
Noah Parulski. 

Left - A map of the United States on the chalkboard at the school points to Wales, 
WI. Right- Haley Gross and Gabrielle Koenig receive letters in English from Africa 
after they sent letters to African students in Swahili.

FOUR KM STUDENTS ARE NATIONAL 
MERIT SEMIFINALISTS
Four students from the Class of 2016 have been named National 
Merit Semifinalists. They are among 16,000 nationwide semifi-
nalists in the 61st annual National Merit Scholarship program. 
Congratulations to: Alexander Keefe, Hannah Healy, Maiya 
MacAlpine and Alexander Dallman.

Hannah Healy also obtained a perfect score of 36 on the ACT. Of 
the approximately 1.6 million students in the United States who 
took the assessment in 2015, only 1,598 earned a perfect score.

KM SENIOR SPEAKS 
AT STATE OF 
EDUCATION ADDRESS 
Kettle Moraine High School Senior 
Jacob Cavaiani spoke alongside State 
Superintendent Tony Evers at the State 
of Education Address in Madison on 
September 18. Cavaiani was selected 
for the honor after being elected to the  
postion at the 2015 Badger Boys State 
event last June.
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   Thanksgiving 
              Break   

NOV. 27

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT

School District of Kettle Moraine 
563 A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI 53183 
Phone: 262-968-6300 | www.kmsd.edu
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The School District of Kettle 
Moraine does not discriminate 
on the basis of religion, sex, 
race, color, national origin, 
age, ancestry, creed, political 
affiliation, membership in the 
National Guard, state defense 
force or any reserve component 
of the United States Military or 
state military forces, pregnancy, 
marital or parental status, 
sexual orientation or physical, 
mental, emotional, or learning 
disability or handicap or other 
basis prohibited under state or 
federal law.

WINTER

GRAPHIC DESIGN BY:  
NATHAN CHOW

FACEBOOK.COM/KMDISTRICT TWITTER.COM/KMDISTRICT SIGN-UP AT 
WWW.KMSD.EDU

STAY CONNECTED!

KMSD CALENDAR DATES  | Visit www.kmsd.edu/calendar for the complete 2015-2016 School Calendar.2015

WINTER BREAK

  December 23  
through January 3. 

Students resume school  
on January 4.

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

gobble
gobble

WE NEED YOUR VOICE!

INTERESTED IN RUNNING FOR THE SCHOOL BOARD?
Two seats on the Kettle Moraine School Board will be up for 
election on April 5, 2016. Interested candidates must file a 
Campaign Registration Statement and Declaration of Candidacy 
by 5 PM on January 5, 2016. For more information, visit  
www.kmsd.edu, click on “School Board” and “Election Forms.”

Now that several construction projects are complete (see 
page 3), we are seeking community feedback in a post-
construction survey. We are interested to know what you 
think of our new spaces, and what you’d like to see in the 
future for KM facilities. Please visit www.kmsd.edu for a 
link to the survey, which will close December 30. 

Continuing Education For Parents

KM PARENT  
RESOURCE NETWORK

Confident, Resilient Kids 
in Five Easy Steps
 Time:   Wednesday, January 20, 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 
 Place:   Cushing Elementary 

Activity Center
 Speaker:   Author Kimberly Krueger

The Anatomy of the 
Adolescent Brain
 Time:   Wednesday, February 10, 

6:30-8:30 p.m.
 Place:   Cushing Elementary 

Activity Center
 Speaker:   Dr. Brian Fidlin, Psy.D.

FOR MORE INFO VISIT WWW.KMSD.EDU/PRN

Breakfast
WIT H S anta

& HOLIDAY 
     CRAFT FAIR

DEC.5th
 

8:30AM 
until 2PM

KMHS

Hosted by the 
Symphonic Band


