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KETTLE MORAINE EDUCATORS, STUDENT HONORED BY HERB KOHL EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATION 
 
Wales, Wis. -- Three educators and one student in the Kettle Moraine School District (KMSD) are being honored 
with prestigious awards from the Herb Kohl Educational Foundation. Teachers receiving a 2016 Kohl Fellowship 
are Jennouise Gliniecki, Shane Gutbrod and Kay Staley. Jacob Cavaiani, a senior at Kettle Moraine High School, is 
receiving an excellence scholarship. 
 
The $3,000 awards are being made to 100 Wisconsin teachers and 184 graduating high school students this year. 
According to the Kohl Foundation, Fellowship recipients are educators who have been chosen for their superior 
ability to inspire a love of learning in their students, their ability to motivate others, and their leadership and service 
within and outside the classroom. Excellence Scholarship recipients have demonstrated excellence in the academic 
arena and high motivation to achieve, have displayed a broad range of activity and leadership outside the academic 
setting, and have shown strong promise for succeeding in college and beyond.  
 
Kohl Award recipients are selected by a statewide committee composed of civic leaders and representatives of 
education-related associations and the program’s co-sponsors: The Wisconsin Newspaper Association Foundation, 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Council of Religious and Independent Schools (WCRIS), 
regional Cooperative Educational Service Agencies (CESA), and the Association of Wisconsin School 
Administrators. 
 
The Kohl Foundation Scholarship and Fellowship program was established by Herb Kohl, U.S. Senator (Retired) in 
1990. To date the foundation has awarded $10.2 million to Wisconsin educators, students, and schools. 
 
KMSD Superintendent Dr. Patricia Deklotz said all recipients are positive role models for fellow educators and 
students. “I am very grateful to Senator Kohl for establishing his foundation with a vision of recognizing and 
rewarding excellence in education. Kettle Moraine is extremely proud to have four individuals recognized this year.” 
 
Jennouise Gliniecki 
Jenny Gliniecki is a third grade teacher at Wales Elementary. According to Principal Chris Otto, she models the 
growth mindset for students and creates a classroom culture that is “cognitively vibrant, characterized by a shared 
belief in the importance of learning.” Gliniecki has transformed math instruction and assessment to meet the 
individual needs of students. A well-respected teacher leader, she has helped her colleagues develop learner 
inventories and profiles to support personalized learning. She also coaches her peers on positive behavioral 
interventions and supports. 
 
Shane Gutbrod 
Shane Gutbrod is a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) instructor at KM Middle School.  
He enthusiastically teaches students to use the STEM design process to solve problems while demonstrating  
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persistence, creativity and flexible thinking. Beyond the classroom he also runs the Chess Club, STEM Club and 
Robotics/Coding Club. Principal Michael Comiskey said that students gravitate toward Gutbrod because of his 
willingness to facilitate each student’s passion for solving a problem unique to them – whether it be through 
robotics, 3D printing or computer programming.  
 
Kay Staley 
Kay Staley is a reading specialist at KM Middle School. Her district-wide role is one of great importance – to equip 
all teachers with strategies and tools to extend literacy into every Kettle Moraine classroom. As a result of Staley’s 
work with her colleagues and learners to create an “all hands on deck” literacy culture, students have made notable 
gains with reading. Assistant Superintendent Theresa Ewald said that Staley has the perfect blend of literacy 
expertise and leadership skills that helps teachers grow and students succeed. 
 
Jacob Cavaiani 
A senior at KMHS, Jacob Cavaiani can be seen in leadership roles throughout the school and community. He is 
president of the Student Senate, organizer of the Political Discussion Club and a member of the National Honor 
Society. An aspiring journalist, Cavaiani is gaining experience with media as an intern for the KMSD 
Communications Department, co-host of the Crazy Sundays radio show on Carroll University’s WCCX 104.5 and 
provider of technology support to Brandybrook Christian Church. He also recently attended the week-long 
Wisconsin Senate Scholar Program. Principal Jeff Walters said Cavaiani is a model student who leads others by 
demonstrating respect, responsibility and citizenship. He plans to attend the University of Missouri in the fall. 

 
 

### 


